
THE 

COMMON 

GROUND
A REPORT ON the COMMON GROUND WE SHARE



Our full study into the common ground we share includes…

DATA TABLES
1800+ pieces of data on the Problems we face, the Concerns 
we have, and the Solutions we prefer

250+ common ground policies identified in total 

SUMMARY REPORT
400 pieces of headline data across 20 different categories 

80 common ground policies highlighted 

AUTHORS
Written by Jon Maiden and Charles Maiden
with contributions from Dave Boorman and Liam Jones

www.thecommonground.org.uk

http://www.thecommonground.org.uk


    INTRODUCTION
Our campaign aims to rally people around the common ground 
we share in order to solve the problems we face and deliver the 
change we urgently need.

This report will show that voters from across the political 
spectrum share many of the same concerns and desire many of 
the same solutions to the problems we face as a society. 

We are, in effect, creating a “People’s Manifesto”.

By demonstrating where the common ground lies in British 
politics, we hope to unite voters around a common cause and 
inspire them to think pragmatically about how they can achieve 
the change they desire.

We also hope to provide a platform around which the parties 
can cooperate to deliver a bold, transformative agenda.  



We have researched the problems that exist in our society, 
people’s concerns about those problems, and people’s views 
on the solutions to those problems.

We have gathered data from a wide range of reliable sources 
and grouped the data into four areas - Economy, Environment, 
Services and Society - each with five sub-categories.

We then filtered the ‘Common Ground policies’ based on those 
with more than 65% support from progressive voters and more 
than 50% of overall public support. 

Research Data → Apply Filter → Common Ground 

These policies therefore have an absolute majority amongst all 
voters and a super majority amongst progressive voters.

For a more detailed explanation of our methodology, see our 
Data Tables here which contain more than 2000 pieces of data.

      METHODOLOGY

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1u9BX3mNq6qMN7yqdk37DV8E4oboFxXL-jCCMfAyzVs4/edit?usp=sharing
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     ECONOMY
The strength of our economy, and the type of 
economy we have, affects nearly every aspect 
of our lives. We all have views on how it should 
work, even if those views are only about the 
smaller everyday things.

What kind of jobs do we want? What employment 
rights should we have? How much tax should we 
pay? Who isn’t paying their fair share? Where will 
we build our lives? How equal should society be? 
What safety net should there be to protect us in 
difficult times?

This section reveals our views on these questions, 
and many others, across the areas of Business & 
Trade, Tax, Work, Social Security and Housing.



        Business & TRADE

TRADE POLICY. Brexit. 

BUSINESS SUPPORT.

● Trade deficit is £29bn overall, with a £156bn goods deficit
● Business investment is 9% below pre-pandemic levels
● UK trade is now 11-16% lower as a result of Brexit
● Brexit is forecast to reduce long-run productivity by 4%
● The UK's credit rating reduced from AAA to AA- in 2021
● New Enterprise Allowance scheme ended in Jan 2022
● 58% of new startups do not survive their first five years
● UK inflation is forecast to hit 13% by late 2022

THE PROBLEMS

https://commonslibrary.parliament.uk/research-briefings/sn02815/
https://www.ons.gov.uk/economy/grossdomesticproductgdp/bulletins/businessinvestment/januarytomarch2022provisionalresults
https://www.cer.eu/insights/cost-brexit-october-2021
https://obr.uk/forecasts-in-depth/the-economy-forecast/brexit-analysis/#assumptions
https://tradingeconomics.com/united-kingdom/rating
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/new-enterprise-allowance-campaign
https://www.microbizmag.co.uk/startup-statistics/#:~:text=672%2C890%20start%20ups%20were%20founded,were%20gone%205%20years%20later
https://www.bankofengland.co.uk/knowledgebank/will-inflation-in-the-uk-keep-rising


      

Only 18% think Brexit has gone well

68% think the government is handling the economy badly

72% think we should prioritise a relationship with Europe, not USA

53% say their town centre has a bad retail offer and environment

84% think tax avoidance by companies is morally wrong

Only 46% trust large business to act in a socially responsible way

THE CONCERNS

      

Reestablish freedom of movement in UK & EU   67%   86%

Rejoin the European Union   49%   72%  

Separate high street retail and investment banking   69%    72%

Companies must have workers in 1/3 board roles   54%   73%

Tariffs on Chinese goods to boost local production   65%   62%

A publicly-owned bank to lend to small businesses   74%   79%

THE SOLUTIONS Voter Support

   All      Progressive

https://yougov.co.uk/topics/politics/survey-results/daily/2021/09/29/ad945/1
https://docs.cdn.yougov.com/5paw4zudf2/P_Main_Political_Tracker_Survey_Rotation7_sr_9.pdf
https://yougov.co.uk/topics/travel/trackers/should-britain-have-a-stronger-relationship-with-europe-of-the-us
https://docs.cdn.yougov.com/6jso6mipuf/Copy%20of%20DWF_YouGov_Survey_Results_20210611_W.pdf
https://www.taxjustice.uk/blog/new-poll-reveals-concern-about-the-state-of-public-services-and-support-for-higher-taxes-on-wealth
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/985092/BEIS_PAT_W37_-_Key_Findings.pdf
https://d25d2506sfb94s.cloudfront.net/cumulus_uploads/document/wxdn9e6z4w/TheSundayTimes_VI_191108_w.pdf
https://d25d2506sfb94s.cloudfront.net/cumulus_uploads/document/wxdn9e6z4w/TheSundayTimes_VI_191108_w.pdf
https://d25d2506sfb94s.cloudfront.net/cumulus_uploads/document/wxdn9e6z4w/TheSundayTimes_VI_191108_w.pdf
https://redfieldandwiltonstrategies.com/joining-staying-out-of-the-eu-referendum-voting-intention-19-april-2022/
https://redfieldandwiltonstrategies.com/joining-staying-out-of-the-eu-referendum-voting-intention-19-april-2022/
https://redfieldandwiltonstrategies.com/joining-staying-out-of-the-eu-referendum-voting-intention-19-april-2022/
http://classonline.org.uk/docs/YouGov-Class_Polling_Results_120522_Economic_Policies.xls
http://classonline.org.uk/docs/YouGov-Class_Polling_Results_120522_Economic_Policies.xls
http://classonline.org.uk/docs/YouGov-Class_Polling_Results_120522_Economic_Policies.xls
https://d25d2506sfb94s.cloudfront.net/cumulus_uploads/document/wxdn9e6z4w/TheSundayTimes_VI_191108_w.pdf
https://d25d2506sfb94s.cloudfront.net/cumulus_uploads/document/wxdn9e6z4w/TheSundayTimes_VI_191108_w.pdf
https://d25d2506sfb94s.cloudfront.net/cumulus_uploads/document/wxdn9e6z4w/TheSundayTimes_VI_191108_w.pdf
https://redfieldandwiltonstrategies.com/majority-wants-less-reliance-on-china-and-is-willing-to-pay-for-it/
https://redfieldandwiltonstrategies.com/majority-wants-less-reliance-on-china-and-is-willing-to-pay-for-it/
https://redfieldandwiltonstrategies.com/majority-wants-less-reliance-on-china-and-is-willing-to-pay-for-it/
http://classonline.org.uk/docs/YouGov-Class_Polling_Results_120522_Economic_Policies.xls
http://classonline.org.uk/docs/YouGov-Class_Polling_Results_120522_Economic_Policies.xls
http://classonline.org.uk/docs/YouGov-Class_Polling_Results_120522_Economic_Policies.xls


WORK
Workers’ Rights. 

Hours & conditions. WAGES.

● There are 3.2 million people in insecure work in the UK
● Zero hour contracts have increased by 692,000 since 2000
● Real wages are forecast to still be lower in 2026 than 2008
● Wage & wealth inequality is rising, widening rich-poor gap
● A record 1 in 6 working households are in relative poverty 
● The UK offers just 63% of OECD average for family leave
● Unpaid work economic value is equivalent to 56% of GDP
● Artificial intelligence and automation threaten 47% of jobs

THE PROBLEMS

https://www.tuc.org.uk/sites/default/files/insecure%20work%20report%20final%20final.pdf
https://www.statista.com/statistics/414896/employees-with-zero-hours-contracts-number/
https://www.newstatesman.com/chart-of-the-day/2021/10/uk-real-wages-will-still-be-lower-in-2026-than-they-were-in-2008
https://wbg.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/WBG-Report-v10.pdf
https://www.ippr.org/news-and-media/press-releases/revealed-working-family-poverty-hits-record-high-fuelled-by-rising-housing-costs-and-childcare-challenges
https://bipartisanpolicy.org/explainer/paid-family-leave-across-oecd-countries/
https://wbg.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/WBG-Report-v10.pdf
https://www.oxfordmartin.ox.ac.uk/blog/automation-and-the-future-of-work-understanding-the-numbers/


      

Only 44% are happy with their pay

66% of zero-hours workers would prefer contracted hours

84% believe the income gap in the UK is too large

47% would not feel comfortable asking for time off for stress

79% say a better balance is needed between work, caring & leisure

51% think automation will result in less work for humans to do

THE CONCERNS

      

Minimum wage rising gradually to £15 per hour   65%   73%

Ban zero-hours contracts   56%   63%

A job guarantee for everyone who can work   72%   71%

Transition to a 4-day working week   55%   63%

Maintain same worker’s rights guaranteed by EU   70%   83%

Extend paid paternity leave to 4 weeks         55%   67% 

THE SOLUTIONS Voter Support

   All      Progressive

https://www.cipd.co.uk/Images/employee-outlook_2017-spring_tcm18-21163.pdf
https://www.tuc.org.uk/news/two-thirds-zero-hours-workers-want-jobs-guaranteed-hours-tuc-polling-reveals
https://equalitytrust.org.uk/what-do-people-think
https://yougov.co.uk/topics/health/survey-results/daily/2020/02/05/68af8/2
https://wbg.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/WBG-Report-v10.pdf
https://yougov.co.uk/topics/economy/survey-results/daily/2017/02/13/8a850/1
https://www.survation.com/survation-autonomy-september-2021-tables/
https://www.survation.com/survation-autonomy-september-2021-tables/
https://www.survation.com/survation-autonomy-september-2021-tables/
https://yougov.co.uk/topics/legal/trackers/support-for-a-ban-zero-hour-contracts
https://yougov.co.uk/topics/legal/trackers/support-for-a-ban-zero-hour-contracts
https://yougov.co.uk/topics/legal/trackers/support-for-a-ban-zero-hour-contracts
https://docs.cdn.yougov.com/5y7qpjzd6v/NEON_CoronavirusClimate_200417_W.pdf
https://docs.cdn.yougov.com/5y7qpjzd6v/NEON_CoronavirusClimate_200417_W.pdf
https://docs.cdn.yougov.com/5y7qpjzd6v/NEON_CoronavirusClimate_200417_W.pdf
https://redfieldandwiltonstrategies.com/four-day-work-week-supported-by-majority-in-britain/
https://redfieldandwiltonstrategies.com/four-day-work-week-supported-by-majority-in-britain/
https://redfieldandwiltonstrategies.com/four-day-work-week-supported-by-majority-in-britain/
https://gqrr.app.box.com/s/sciiexdvbwjmkyc66xpzkm0vjgsbwled
https://gqrr.app.box.com/s/sciiexdvbwjmkyc66xpzkm0vjgsbwled
https://gqrr.app.box.com/s/sciiexdvbwjmkyc66xpzkm0vjgsbwled
http://cdn.yougov.com/cumulus_uploads/document/00gtlfzu24/InternalResults_150210_paternity_leave.pdf
http://cdn.yougov.com/cumulus_uploads/document/00gtlfzu24/InternalResults_150210_paternity_leave.pdf
http://cdn.yougov.com/cumulus_uploads/document/00gtlfzu24/InternalResults_150210_paternity_leave.pdf
http://cdn.yougov.com/cumulus_uploads/document/00gtlfzu24/InternalResults_150210_paternity_leave.pdf


TAX
INCOME TAX. CORPORATION 

TAX. TAX AVOIDANCE.

● The richest 1% now own 23% of the wealth in the UK and 
the richest 6 people own as much as the poorest 13m 

● The income share of the richest 1% increased from 7% to 
8.3% between 2011 and 2020

● The poorest 20% spend 30% of income on indirect taxes
● Tax avoidance and evasion cost £7 billion in 2019/20
● Tax gap (tax due v tax collected) was £35 billion in 2019/20
● Corporation tax cut from 28% to 19% has cost £12bn

THE PROBLEMS

https://www.theguardian.com/inequality/2021/jan/03/richest-1-have-almost-a-quarter-of-uk-wealth-study-claims
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/business/news/richest-people-uk-wealth-inequality-trust-economy-a9231036.html
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/personalandhouseholdfinances/incomeandwealth/bulletins/householdincomeinequalityfinancial/financialyearending2020
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/personalandhouseholdfinances/incomeandwealth/bulletins/householdincomeinequalityfinancial/financialyearending2020
https://commonslibrary.parliament.uk/research-briefings/cbp-8513/#:~:text=UK%20government%20raises%20around%20%C2%A3,economy%2C%20as%20measured%20by%20GDP
https://commonslibrary.parliament.uk/research-briefings/cbp-7948/
https://commonslibrary.parliament.uk/research-briefings/cbp-7948/
https://www.ft.com/content/30238556-2322-11e9-8ce6-5db4543da632


      

Only 34% trust big businesses to be honest about the tax they pay

65% think taxes on the rich are too low in Britain

56% would prefer a more equal distribution of wealth

84% think tax avoidance is morally wrong, even if legal

47% think Inheritance Tax is unfair

64% think wealthy people pay less than their fair share of tax

THE CONCERNS

      

Tax on wealth over £750,000 (ex. pension & home)   63%   71%

10p Income Tax increase on earnings over £100k   65%   72%

Higher corporation tax rate         68%   78%

Increasing taxes to reduce regional inequalities   51%   61%

Closing loopholes to stop wealthy avoiding tax        87%   90%

Financial transaction tax on investment banks   61%     71%

THE SOLUTIONS Voter Support

   All      Progressive

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/985092/BEIS_PAT_W37_-_Key_Findings.pdf
https://yougov.co.uk/topics/politics/trackers/are-taxes-on-the-rich-too-high-or-low-in-britain
http://cdn.yougov.com/cumulus_uploads/document/7khrab9pwx/YG-Archive-140429-Income-Tax.pdf
https://www.taxjustice.uk/blog/new-poll-reveals-concern-about-the-state-of-public-services-and-support-for-higher-taxes-on-wealth
https://yougov.co.uk/topics/politics/articles-reports/2020/03/10/budget-2020-what-tax-changes-would-be-popular
https://yougov.co.uk/topics/finance/survey-results/daily/2022/04/11/0f223/1
https://www.survation.com/majority-of-the-public-support-increasing-taxes-on-the-wealthy/
https://www.survation.com/majority-of-the-public-support-increasing-taxes-on-the-wealthy/
https://www.survation.com/majority-of-the-public-support-increasing-taxes-on-the-wealthy/
https://demos.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/Tax-Poll-Tables-16-September.pdf
https://demos.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/Tax-Poll-Tables-16-September.pdf
https://demos.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/Tax-Poll-Tables-16-September.pdf
https://www.taxjustice.uk/blog/new-poll-reveals-concern-about-the-state-of-public-services-and-support-for-higher-taxes-on-wealth
https://www.taxjustice.uk/blog/new-poll-reveals-concern-about-the-state-of-public-services-and-support-for-higher-taxes-on-wealth
https://www.taxjustice.uk/blog/new-poll-reveals-concern-about-the-state-of-public-services-and-support-for-higher-taxes-on-wealth
https://www.taxjustice.uk/blog/new-poll-reveals-concern-about-the-state-of-public-services-and-support-for-higher-taxes-on-wealth
https://www.ipsos.com/sites/default/files/ct/news/documents/2021-08/Ipsos%20MORI%20August%202021%20Political%20Monitor%20tables_110821_PUBLIC.pdf
https://www.ipsos.com/sites/default/files/ct/news/documents/2021-08/Ipsos%20MORI%20August%202021%20Political%20Monitor%20tables_110821_PUBLIC.pdf
https://www.ipsos.com/sites/default/files/ct/news/documents/2021-08/Ipsos%20MORI%20August%202021%20Political%20Monitor%20tables_110821_PUBLIC.pdf
https://www.survation.com/majority-of-the-public-support-increasing-taxes-on-the-wealthy/
https://www.survation.com/majority-of-the-public-support-increasing-taxes-on-the-wealthy/
https://www.survation.com/majority-of-the-public-support-increasing-taxes-on-the-wealthy/
https://www.survation.com/majority-of-the-public-support-increasing-taxes-on-the-wealthy/
http://classonline.org.uk/docs/YouGov-Class_Polling_Results_120522_Economic_Policies.xls
http://classonline.org.uk/docs/YouGov-Class_Polling_Results_120522_Economic_Policies.xls
http://classonline.org.uk/docs/YouGov-Class_Polling_Results_120522_Economic_Policies.xls


       Social security

UNiversal credit. Disability 

benefits. Pensions. UBI.

● 6.5 million households having no savings at all
● Food banks distributed 2.1 million food parcels last year
● 3 in 4 food bank users are in arrears, most commonly rent
● 1 in 6 new Universal Credit claimants skip meals
● 71% of UC claimants go into debt due to the 5-week wait
● UK has the lowest unemployment benefits in the OECD
● £78bn of public spending is linked to dealing with poverty
● Universal Credit led to a 6.5% increase in crime

THE PROBLEMS

https://www.tuc.org.uk/research-analysis/reports/universal-credit-and-impact-five-week-wait-payment
https://www.trusselltrust.org/news-and-blog/latest-stats/
https://commonslibrary.parliament.uk/what-do-the-latest-food-bank-statistics-tell-us/
https://www.theguardian.com/society/2021/feb/19/new-universal-credit-claimants-forced-skip-meals-covid?fbclid=IwAR0YONHxPgTtdLXXXJHqWfO0qrne7lRbFApzrUuv2nrQaDyMa32TWBMqDnA
https://www.tuc.org.uk/research-analysis/reports/universal-credit-and-impact-five-week-wait-payment
https://www.newstatesman.com/politics/welfare/2021/01/leader-welfare-conundrum
https://www.jrf.org.uk/report/we-can-solve-poverty-uk
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/politics/universal-credit-crime-study-increase-b2110954.html


      

66% think the benefit system works badly and needs reform

61% think the government is handling social security badly

66% are concerned that poverty has got worse in the last 5 years

70% believe food banks should not exist in modern society

61% think most people are in poverty due to government policies

87% believe that hunger is a problem in the UK

THE CONCERNS

      

Make the £20 pandemic benefit uplift permanent   59%   73%

Increase the level of benefit payments overall         40%   58%

A 14-day period to challenge benefit reductions   66%   69%    

Introduction of a Universal Basic Income   59%   71%

Cut the Universal Credit waiting time   74%   - - 

Free School Meals for poorer pupils in holidays   66%   82%

THE SOLUTIONS Voter Support

   All      Progressive

https://yougov.co.uk/topics/politics/trackers/does-the-benefit-system-need-reform
https://yougov.co.uk/topics/politics/trackers/how-the-government-is-handling-the-issue-of-welfare-benefits-in-the-uk
https://www.trusselltrust.org/2019/10/15/largest-ever-poll-poverty-shows-nine-10-brits-think-hunger-problem-uk-says-trussell-trust/
https://www.trusselltrust.org/2019/10/15/largest-ever-poll-poverty-shows-nine-10-brits-think-hunger-problem-uk-says-trussell-trust/
https://www.trusselltrust.org/2019/10/15/largest-ever-poll-poverty-shows-nine-10-brits-think-hunger-problem-uk-says-trussell-trust/
https://www.trusselltrust.org/2019/10/15/largest-ever-poll-poverty-shows-nine-10-brits-think-hunger-problem-uk-says-trussell-trust/
https://www.ipsos.com/sites/default/files/ct/news/documents/2020-12/health-foundation-covid-19-december-2020-slides.pdf
https://www.ipsos.com/sites/default/files/ct/news/documents/2020-12/health-foundation-covid-19-december-2020-slides.pdf
https://www.ipsos.com/sites/default/files/ct/news/documents/2020-12/health-foundation-covid-19-december-2020-slides.pdf
https://yougov.co.uk/topics/politics/trackers/do-brits-think-that-benefits-are-too-high?crossBreak=liberaldemocrat
https://yougov.co.uk/topics/politics/trackers/do-brits-think-that-benefits-are-too-high?crossBreak=liberaldemocrat
https://yougov.co.uk/topics/politics/trackers/do-brits-think-that-benefits-are-too-high?crossBreak=liberaldemocrat
https://yougov.co.uk/topics/politics/trackers/do-brits-think-that-benefits-are-too-high?crossBreak=liberaldemocrat
https://yougov.co.uk/topics/politics/survey-results/daily/2018/03/07/964c7/2
https://yougov.co.uk/topics/politics/survey-results/daily/2018/03/07/964c7/2
https://yougov.co.uk/topics/politics/survey-results/daily/2018/03/07/964c7/2
https://redfieldandwiltonstrategies.com/universal-basic-income-supported-by-a-majority-of-british-public/
https://redfieldandwiltonstrategies.com/universal-basic-income-supported-by-a-majority-of-british-public/
https://redfieldandwiltonstrategies.com/universal-basic-income-supported-by-a-majority-of-british-public/
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/politics/universal-credit-waiting-times-tory-voters-conservative-payments-mps-iain-duncan-smith-a8017581.html
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/politics/universal-credit-waiting-times-tory-voters-conservative-payments-mps-iain-duncan-smith-a8017581.html
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/politics/universal-credit-waiting-times-tory-voters-conservative-payments-mps-iain-duncan-smith-a8017581.html
https://redfieldandwiltonstrategies.com/two-thirds-of-british-public-think-government-should-provide-free-school-meals-during-school-holidays/
https://redfieldandwiltonstrategies.com/two-thirds-of-british-public-think-government-should-provide-free-school-meals-during-school-holidays/
https://redfieldandwiltonstrategies.com/two-thirds-of-british-public-think-government-should-provide-free-school-meals-during-school-holidays/


     housing
Renting. Ownership. House 

prices. Home building.

● 8.4 million people are experiencing a housing problem
● Only 148k new homes (6k social houses) were built in 2020
● Up to 64% of monthly household income is spent on rent
● 46% of social renters (33% private) live in relative poverty
● Workers spend 7.8 times their salary on buying a house
● Rough sleeping has increased by 250% since 2010
● 1.5 million people live in poor quality homes 
● 9,793 tower blocks still have dangerous cladding

THE PROBLEMS

https://www.housing.org.uk/news-and-blogs/news/1-in-7-people-in-england-directly-hit-by-the-housing-crisis/
https://www.housing.org.uk/news-and-blogs/news/the-real-social-housing-waiting-list-is-500000-more-than-official-figures/
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/housing/datasets/percentageoftotalmonthlyhouseholdincomespentonprivaterentengland2012to2018
https://commonslibrary.parliament.uk/research-briefings/sn07096/
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/housing/bulletins/housingaffordabilityinenglandandwales/2020#housing-affordability-data
https://ourworldindata.org/homelessness
https://www.housing.org.uk/news-and-blogs/news/1-in-7-people-in-england-directly-hit-by-the-housing-crisis/
https://www.lbc.co.uk/news/almost-10-000-buildings-unsafe-with-danger-cladding-five-years-on-from-grenfell/


      

65% think the government is handling the housing crisis badly

65% cite affordability as the main housing issue

46% blame government housing policies for house price increases

51% of renters have experienced damp or mould in their homes

86% think homelessness is a serious problem

64% think the government responded to the Grenfell disaster badly

THE CONCERNS

      

House building programme for 500k extra per year   64%   72%

Build more social housing         71%   77%

Additional tax on second and empty homes   67%   74%

Introduction of rent controls   74%   82%

Strengthen the rights of private renters   79%    - -

Make ending youth homelessness a priority   61%    - - 

THE SOLUTIONS Voter Support

   All      Progressive

https://yougov.co.uk/topics/politics/trackers/how-the-government-is-handling-the-issue-of-housing-in-the-uk
https://yougov.co.uk/topics/politics/articles-reports/2021/12/17/what-are-are-problems-housing-uk
https://yougov.co.uk/topics/politics/articles-reports/2021/12/17/what-are-are-problems-housing-uk
https://static.safeguardeurope.com/downloads/reports/yougov/yougov-home-fitness-for-human-habitation-01-04-2019.pdf
https://www.ipsos.com/en-uk/public-homelessness-serious-issue-and-set-get-worse
https://yougov.co.uk/topics/science/survey-results/daily/2019/06/14/9a7c9/1
http://classonline.org.uk/docs/YouGov-Class_Polling_Results_120522_Economic_Policies.xls
http://classonline.org.uk/docs/YouGov-Class_Polling_Results_120522_Economic_Policies.xls
http://classonline.org.uk/docs/YouGov-Class_Polling_Results_120522_Economic_Policies.xls
https://yougov.co.uk/topics/politics/survey-results/daily/2018/09/19/5db0d/1
https://yougov.co.uk/topics/politics/survey-results/daily/2018/09/19/5db0d/1
https://yougov.co.uk/topics/politics/survey-results/daily/2018/09/19/5db0d/1
https://yougov.co.uk/topics/politics/survey-results/daily/2018/09/19/5db0d/1
https://docs.cdn.yougov.com/gklz4z9cuc/YouGov%20Survey%20Results%20-%20Housing%20Policies%20220107.pdf
https://docs.cdn.yougov.com/gklz4z9cuc/YouGov%20Survey%20Results%20-%20Housing%20Policies%20220107.pdf
https://docs.cdn.yougov.com/gklz4z9cuc/YouGov%20Survey%20Results%20-%20Housing%20Policies%20220107.pdf
https://docs.cdn.yougov.com/5y7qpjzd6v/NEON_CoronavirusClimate_200417_W.pdf
https://docs.cdn.yougov.com/5y7qpjzd6v/NEON_CoronavirusClimate_200417_W.pdf
https://docs.cdn.yougov.com/5y7qpjzd6v/NEON_CoronavirusClimate_200417_W.pdf
https://blog.shelter.org.uk/2021/06/once-a-renter-always-a-renter/
https://blog.shelter.org.uk/2021/06/once-a-renter-always-a-renter/
https://blog.shelter.org.uk/2021/06/once-a-renter-always-a-renter/
https://2sjjwunnql41ia7ki31qqub1-wpengine.netdna-ssl.com/wp-content/themes/comres/poll/CentrePoint_Youth_Homelessness_Survey.pdf
https://2sjjwunnql41ia7ki31qqub1-wpengine.netdna-ssl.com/wp-content/themes/comres/poll/CentrePoint_Youth_Homelessness_Survey.pdf
https://2sjjwunnql41ia7ki31qqub1-wpengine.netdna-ssl.com/wp-content/themes/comres/poll/CentrePoint_Youth_Homelessness_Survey.pdf


Tax on wealth over £750k (exc. home)

10p Income Tax increase above £100k

Higher corporation tax rate

Financial transaction tax

Closing loopholes to stop tax avoidance

      

Phased minimum wage rise to £15 p/h

Job guarantee for all who can work

Maintain same worker’s rights as EU

Extend paid paternity leave to 4 weeks

THE COMMON GROUND

ECONOMY

      

500,00 new houses built per year

Build more social housing

Additional tax on second & empty homes

Introduction of rent controls

Strengthen the rights of private renters

      

TAX

WORK

Make £20 benefit uplift permanent

14-days to challenge benefit reductions

Introduction of a Universal Basic Income

Cut the Universal Credit waiting time

Free School Meals in school holidays

      

Reestablish freedom of movement

Split high street and investment banking

Workers to have one third of board roles

Publicly-owned bank to lend to SMEs

BUSINESS & TRADE

SOCIAL SECURITY HOUSING



     ENVIRONMENT

We are living in a climate emergency and few 
disagree that we need to take action. It is likely 
to be the greatest challenge in human history.

But how do we halt and reverse climate change? 
How do we transition to a more sustainable 
economy? How do we protect our landscapes 
and biodiversity? How many sacrifices are we 
prepared to make to ensure the changes we 
need come about quickly? 

This section reveals what we think about these 
key questions across the issues of Climate 
Change, the much needed Energy Transition, 
and also Pollution, the Natural World, and 
Food & Farming.



      CLIMATE CHANGE 

EXTREME WEATHER. FLOODING. 

DROUGHTS. IMPACT MITIGATION.

● 9 of the 10 hottest years in the UK have occurred since 2002
● Heatwaves are expected to happen every other year by 2050
● 6 of the 10 wettest years on record have occurred since 1998
● 5.2m homes are at risk of flooding from rainfall & rising seas  
● 2m hectares of soil are at risk of erosion (costing £1.2bn p.a.)
● Ocean acidity has increased by 30% since the Industrial 

Revolution (100 times faster than the normal rate)
● Climate change will cost the economy £20bn p.a. by 2050

THE PROBLEMS

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/climate-change-explained#:~:text=The%20UK%20is%20already%20affected,nine%20warmest%20occurring%20since%202002.
https://www.metoffice.gov.uk/weather/climate-change/effects-of-climate-change#:~:text=UK%20winters%20are%20projected%20to,to%20happen%20every%20other%20year.
https://www.metoffice.gov.uk/weather/climate-change/effects-of-climate-change#:~:text=UK%20winters%20are%20projected%20to,to%20happen%20every%20other%20year.
https://policy.friendsoftheearth.uk/insight/flooding-england-getting-worse
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/state-of-the-environment/summary-state-of-the-environment-soil
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/natural-sciences/ioc-oceans/focus-areas/rio-20-ocean/blueprint-for-the-future-we-want/ocean-acidification/facts-and-figures-on-ocean-acidification/
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/natural-sciences/ioc-oceans/focus-areas/rio-20-ocean/blueprint-for-the-future-we-want/ocean-acidification/facts-and-figures-on-ocean-acidification/
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/climate-change-to-cost-uk-economy-up-to-20bn-a-year-by-2050-mhjcnw7pv#:~:text=Climate%20change%20will%20cost%20the,a%20government%20report%20has%20found.


      

85% are concerned about climate change

75% do not trust world leaders to keep promises made at COP26

70% believe climate change is already affecting people in the UK

65% think budget cuts will affect protection from extreme weather

49% are concerned about droughts threatening the water supply

73% think climate change is a threat to the health of UK citizens

THE CONCERNS

      

Green New Deal for green jobs and infrastructure   75%   - - 

A government run Green Investment Bank   49%   60%

Phase out deforestation from UK supply chains   72%   - -

More local investment in active travel   69%   - - 

Frequent flyer levies         68%   76%

Greater investment in flood defences     61%   69%

THE SOLUTIONS Voter Support

   All      Progressive

https://www.ipsos.com/sites/default/files/ct/news/documents/2021-08/Ipsos%20MORI%20August%202021%20Political%20Monitor_160821_Int%20use%20only.pdf
https://docs.cdn.yougov.com/yhhern7ky4/YouGov%20-%20Post%20COP26.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/985092/BEIS_PAT_W37_-_Key_Findings.pdf
https://www.imeche.org/news/news-article/three-quarters-of-britons-want-more-uk-flood-defences-new-poll-finds
https://www.wsp.com/en-GB/news/2020/new-research-suggests-pollution-biggest-uk-water-concern
https://www.ipsos.com/en-uk/public-recognise-link-between-climate-change-and-health-and-generally-do-not-have-strong-views-role
https://www.centrefortowns.org/reports/public-opinion-on-the-environment/viewdocument/24
https://www.centrefortowns.org/reports/public-opinion-on-the-environment/viewdocument/24
https://www.centrefortowns.org/reports/public-opinion-on-the-environment/viewdocument/24
https://www.survation.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/12/WOI-FINAL.pdf
https://www.survation.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/12/WOI-FINAL.pdf
https://www.survation.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/12/WOI-FINAL.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5e1ee218fbeca217fe06a421/t/603e489db724a91ac57002d1/1614694563707/Public+Opinion+-+Tax+Rises+in+the+Post-Covid+Recovery.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5e1ee218fbeca217fe06a421/t/603e489db724a91ac57002d1/1614694563707/Public+Opinion+-+Tax+Rises+in+the+Post-Covid+Recovery.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5e1ee218fbeca217fe06a421/t/603e489db724a91ac57002d1/1614694563707/Public+Opinion+-+Tax+Rises+in+the+Post-Covid+Recovery.pdf
https://www.clientearth.org/media/15id1j5p/clientearth-climate-snapshot-2019-ce-en.pdf
https://www.clientearth.org/media/15id1j5p/clientearth-climate-snapshot-2019-ce-en.pdf
https://www.clientearth.org/media/15id1j5p/clientearth-climate-snapshot-2019-ce-en.pdf
https://www.ipsos.com/sites/default/files/ct/news/documents/2021-11/net-zero-policies-ipsos-mori-cep-october-2021.pdf
https://www.ipsos.com/sites/default/files/ct/news/documents/2021-11/net-zero-policies-ipsos-mori-cep-october-2021.pdf
https://www.ipsos.com/sites/default/files/ct/news/documents/2021-11/net-zero-policies-ipsos-mori-cep-october-2021.pdf
https://www.ipsos.com/sites/default/files/ct/news/documents/2021-11/net-zero-policies-ipsos-mori-cep-october-2021.pdf
https://www.imeche.org/news/news-article/three-quarters-of-britons-want-more-uk-flood-defences-new-poll-finds
https://www.imeche.org/news/news-article/three-quarters-of-britons-want-more-uk-flood-defences-new-poll-finds
https://www.imeche.org/news/news-article/three-quarters-of-britons-want-more-uk-flood-defences-new-poll-finds


       ENERGY transition

INDUSTRY. ENERGY MIX. GREEN 

FUELS. DOMESTIC ENERGY.

● We only obtain 21% of our energy from low carbon sources
● 64% of businesses don’t see net zero targets as a priority
● Only 27% of large firms have set carbon reduction targets
● Road traffic increased by 29% between 1990 and 2018
● Only 2.4% of cars run on alternative fuels
● Aviation emissions more than doubled between 1990-2018
● Less than 20% know about gas boiler alternatives
● Oil & gas support 270k jobs - potential for 2m green jobs

THE PROBLEMS

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1032260/UK_Energy_in_Brief_2021.pdf
https://www.britishchambers.org.uk/news/2021/08/carbon-footprint-a-mystery-to-9-out-of-10-small-businesses
https://www.britishchambers.org.uk/news/2021/08/carbon-footprint-a-mystery-to-9-out-of-10-small-businesses
https://www.ons.gov.uk/economy/environmentalaccounts/articles/roadtransportandairemissions/2019-09-16
https://www.ons.gov.uk/economy/environmentalaccounts/bulletins/ukenvironmentalaccounts/2020
https://www.ons.gov.uk/economy/environmentalaccounts/bulletins/ukenvironmentalaccounts/2020
https://www.smf.co.uk/boiler-backlash-could-derail-net-zero-agenda-think-tank/
https://www.huffingtonpost.co.uk/entry/two-in-three-brits-want-fossil-fuel-subsidy-shift-to-renewables_uk_5f80c42cc5b6e5c31ffe3fd4


      

Only 14% think the government is doing enough on climate change

51% think the environment should be prioritised over GDP growth

70% think the climate emergency demands more urgent action

66% would make sacrifices for the climate if others did the same

74% think businesses must act now to combat climate change

60% think aviation is the biggest source of transport emissions

THE CONCERNS

      

Reduce carbon emissions to Net Zero by 2030   70%   85%

Stop investment in new coal extraction   74%   88%

More wind and solar power to replace fossil fuels   85%   - - 

Higher personal taxes to speed up net zero   60%   71%

Carbon tax on greenhouse gas producers   64%   - - 

All new cars and vans zero emission by 2040   72%   88%

THE SOLUTIONS Voter Support

   All      Progressive

https://redfieldandwiltonstrategies.com/majority-of-uk-public-think-uk-government-is-not-doing-enough-to-tackle-climate-change/
https://www.ipsos.com/en-uk/despite-british-having-many-concerns-about-environment-mobilisation-fight-climate-change-not
https://www.clientearth.org/media/15id1j5p/clientearth-climate-snapshot-2019-ce-en.pdf
https://www.carbonbrief.org/guest-post-rolls-reveal-surge-in-concern-in-uk-about-climate-change
https://cast.ac.uk/ipsos-earthday21/
https://www.imeche.org/news/news-article/consumers-need-to-be-at-the-heart-of-decarbonisation-plans
https://www.bmgresearch.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/CONFIDENTIAL_BMG_Independent_LabourPoliciesAndClimateChange_130120.xlsx
https://www.bmgresearch.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/CONFIDENTIAL_BMG_Independent_LabourPoliciesAndClimateChange_130120.xlsx
https://www.bmgresearch.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/CONFIDENTIAL_BMG_Independent_LabourPoliciesAndClimateChange_130120.xlsx
https://docs.cdn.yougov.com/yhhern7ky4/YouGov%20-%20Post%20COP26.pdf
https://docs.cdn.yougov.com/yhhern7ky4/YouGov%20-%20Post%20COP26.pdf
https://docs.cdn.yougov.com/yhhern7ky4/YouGov%20-%20Post%20COP26.pdf
https://www.centrefortowns.org/reports/public-opinion-on-the-environment/viewdocument/24
https://www.centrefortowns.org/reports/public-opinion-on-the-environment/viewdocument/24
https://www.centrefortowns.org/reports/public-opinion-on-the-environment/viewdocument/24
https://www.ipsos.com/sites/default/files/ct/news/documents/2021-08/Ipsos%20MORI%20August%202021%20Political%20Monitor%20tables_110821_PUBLIC.pdf
https://www.ipsos.com/sites/default/files/ct/news/documents/2021-08/Ipsos%20MORI%20August%202021%20Political%20Monitor%20tables_110821_PUBLIC.pdf
https://www.ipsos.com/sites/default/files/ct/news/documents/2021-08/Ipsos%20MORI%20August%202021%20Political%20Monitor%20tables_110821_PUBLIC.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5e1ee218fbeca217fe06a421/t/603e489db724a91ac57002d1/1614694563707/Public+Opinion+-+Tax+Rises+in+the+Post-Covid+Recovery.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5e1ee218fbeca217fe06a421/t/603e489db724a91ac57002d1/1614694563707/Public+Opinion+-+Tax+Rises+in+the+Post-Covid+Recovery.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5e1ee218fbeca217fe06a421/t/603e489db724a91ac57002d1/1614694563707/Public+Opinion+-+Tax+Rises+in+the+Post-Covid+Recovery.pdf
https://docs.cdn.yougov.com/yhhern7ky4/YouGov%20-%20Post%20COP26.pdf
https://docs.cdn.yougov.com/yhhern7ky4/YouGov%20-%20Post%20COP26.pdf
https://docs.cdn.yougov.com/yhhern7ky4/YouGov%20-%20Post%20COP26.pdf


    pollution
AIR pollution. Water 

pollution. waste.

● Air pollution causes 40,000 premature deaths a year, and 
costs the economy £1 billion per annum

● Water companies discharged raw sewage into rivers in 
England more than 400,000 times in 2020

● All UK rivers now contain microplastics
● The UK generates 220 million tonnes of waste each year
● Wet wipes make up 90% of the material blocking sewers
● 75% of all the plastic ever produced has become waste

THE PROBLEMS

https://www.brightblue.org.uk/eamonn-ives-public-polling-analysis-of-attitudes-towards-the-impact-of-and-policies-on-air-pollution/
https://www.brightblue.org.uk/eamonn-ives-public-polling-analysis-of-attitudes-towards-the-impact-of-and-policies-on-air-pollution/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/science-environment-56590219
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/science-environment-56590219
https://www.greenpeace.org.uk/news/plastic-every-river-tested/
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1002246/UK_stats_on_waste_statistical_notice_July2021_accessible_FINAL.pdf
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/science-environment-56590219
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/environment/article/global-treaty-to-regulate-plastic-pollution-gains-momentum


      

84% are concerned about the threat of increased air pollution

58% believe the current levels of air pollution are harmful to health

79% are concerned about pollution threatening the water supply

65% think plastics in the ocean is the biggest issue with packaging

46% feel guilty about the amount of plastic they use

61% are concerned about the increasing waste we produce

THE CONCERNS

      

%
Introduce a new Clean Air Act   65%   - -

 Creating low traffic neighbourhoods   53%   65%

 Ban the discharge of sewage into rivers   89%   - -

Ensure all waste is disposed of in UK not abroad   70%   - - 

Laws to make companies use eco packaging    71%   72%

Make packaging producers pay for disposal   77%   - - 

THE SOLUTIONS Voter Support

   All      Progressive

https://www.ipsos.com/en-uk/public-recognise-link-between-climate-change-and-health-and-generally-do-not-have-strong-views-role
https://www.theguardian.com/cities/2017/feb/14/65-percent-british-public-want-clean-air-act-pollution-harmful-uk-survey
https://www.wsp.com/en-GB/news/2020/new-research-suggests-pollution-biggest-uk-water-concern
https://www.statista.com/statistics/1269645/biggest-issues-surrounding-plastic-packaging-uk/
https://yougov.co.uk/topics/consumer/articles-reports/2019/04/19/most-brits-support-ban-harmful-plastic-packaging
https://www.centrefortowns.org/reports/public-opinion-on-the-environment/viewdocument/24
https://www.theguardian.com/cities/2017/feb/14/65-percent-british-public-want-clean-air-act-pollution-harmful-uk-survey
https://www.theguardian.com/cities/2017/feb/14/65-percent-british-public-want-clean-air-act-pollution-harmful-uk-survey
https://www.theguardian.com/cities/2017/feb/14/65-percent-british-public-want-clean-air-act-pollution-harmful-uk-survey
https://www.ipsos.com/sites/default/files/ct/news/documents/2021-11/net-zero-policies-ipsos-mori-cep-october-2021.pdf
https://www.ipsos.com/sites/default/files/ct/news/documents/2021-11/net-zero-policies-ipsos-mori-cep-october-2021.pdf
https://www.ipsos.com/sites/default/files/ct/news/documents/2021-11/net-zero-policies-ipsos-mori-cep-october-2021.pdf
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/ebbc9dccc0224420b9d6668ed3356ef4
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/ebbc9dccc0224420b9d6668ed3356ef4
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/ebbc9dccc0224420b9d6668ed3356ef4
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5e1ee218fbeca217fe06a421/t/603e489db724a91ac57002d1/1614694563707/Public+Opinion+-+Tax+Rises+in+the+Post-Covid+Recovery.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5e1ee218fbeca217fe06a421/t/603e489db724a91ac57002d1/1614694563707/Public+Opinion+-+Tax+Rises+in+the+Post-Covid+Recovery.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5e1ee218fbeca217fe06a421/t/603e489db724a91ac57002d1/1614694563707/Public+Opinion+-+Tax+Rises+in+the+Post-Covid+Recovery.pdf
https://yougov.co.uk/topics/consumer/articles-reports/2019/04/19/most-brits-support-ban-harmful-plastic-packaging
https://yougov.co.uk/topics/consumer/articles-reports/2019/04/19/most-brits-support-ban-harmful-plastic-packaging
https://yougov.co.uk/topics/consumer/articles-reports/2019/04/19/most-brits-support-ban-harmful-plastic-packaging
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5e1ee218fbeca217fe06a421/t/603e489db724a91ac57002d1/1614694563707/Public+Opinion+-+Tax+Rises+in+the+Post-Covid+Recovery.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5e1ee218fbeca217fe06a421/t/603e489db724a91ac57002d1/1614694563707/Public+Opinion+-+Tax+Rises+in+the+Post-Covid+Recovery.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5e1ee218fbeca217fe06a421/t/603e489db724a91ac57002d1/1614694563707/Public+Opinion+-+Tax+Rises+in+the+Post-Covid+Recovery.pdf


       Natural world

Forests. Oceans. rivers. 

Countryside. Wildlife. 

● Humans are overusing Earth’s biocapacity by at least 56%
● UK is in bottom 12% of countries for biodiversity intactness
● Just 7% of native woodland is in good ecological condition
● 981 ancient woods have been lost or damaged since 2000
● 0% of all rivers in England are in good overall health
● 27% have suffered an illness linked to river water exposure
● 20% of UK fish stocks are in a critical condition
● £1bn annually is needed for habitat creation & restoration

THE PROBLEMS

https://www.zsl.org/sites/default/files/LPR%202020%20Full%20report.pdf
https://www.rspb.org.uk/globalassets/downloads/about-us/48398rspb-biodivesity-intactness-index-summary-report-v4.pdf
https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/media/49731/state-of-the-uks-woods-and-trees-2021-the-woodland-trust.pdf
https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/media/49731/state-of-the-uks-woods-and-trees-2021-the-woodland-trust.pdf
https://www.theriverstrust.org/
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/ebbc9dccc0224420b9d6668ed3356ef4
https://europe.oceana.org/sites/default/files/oceana_uk_fisheries_audit.pdf
https://www.wcl.org.uk/we-need-a-national-nature-service.asp


      

60% believe not enough is being done to protect the environment

73% are concerned about the loss of plant and animal life

 87% want more done to protect freshwater habitats

85% would feel safer swimming in rivers with bathing water status

70% are concerned about floods affecting the UK’s water supply

75% believe more should be done to reverse the decline of nature

THE CONCERNS

      

A target to rewild at least 5% of Britain         75%   82%

Fund jobs for the unemployed to improve nature   83%   90%

 More green spaces and trees in urban areas   52%   53%

More forests and sustainable farming   79%   - - 

Introduction of bathing standards for rivers   90%   - -

Designation of more Marine Conservation Zones   77%   - -

THE SOLUTIONS Voter Support

   All      Progressive

https://www.centrefortowns.org/reports/public-opinion-on-the-environment/viewdocument/24
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/the-people-and-nature-survey-for-england-adult-data-y1q1-april-june-2020-experimental-statistics/the-people-and-nature-survey-for-england-adult-data-y1q1-april-june-2020-experimental-statistics
https://www.rspb.org.uk/about-the-rspb/about-us/media-centre/press-releases/troubled-waters-report/
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/ebbc9dccc0224420b9d6668ed3356ef4
https://www.wsp.com/en-GB/news/2020/new-research-suggests-pollution-biggest-uk-water-concern
https://docs.cdn.yougov.com/5rzfcgfis7/Rewilding_RewildingInBritain_211014_W.pdf
https://docs.cdn.yougov.com/5rzfcgfis7/Rewilding_RewildingInBritain_211014_W.pdf
https://docs.cdn.yougov.com/5rzfcgfis7/Rewilding_RewildingInBritain_211014_W.pdf
https://docs.cdn.yougov.com/5rzfcgfis7/Rewilding_RewildingInBritain_211014_W.pdf
https://docs.cdn.yougov.com/5rzfcgfis7/Rewilding_RewildingInBritain_211014_W.pdf
https://www.wcl.org.uk/we-need-a-national-nature-service.asp
https://www.wcl.org.uk/we-need-a-national-nature-service.asp
https://www.wcl.org.uk/we-need-a-national-nature-service.asp
https://www.brightblue.org.uk/eamonn-ives-public-polling-analysis-of-attitudes-towards-the-impact-of-and-policies-on-air-pollution/
https://www.brightblue.org.uk/eamonn-ives-public-polling-analysis-of-attitudes-towards-the-impact-of-and-policies-on-air-pollution/
https://www.brightblue.org.uk/eamonn-ives-public-polling-analysis-of-attitudes-towards-the-impact-of-and-policies-on-air-pollution/
https://demos.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/Climate-Consensus-Report.pdf
https://demos.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/Climate-Consensus-Report.pdf
https://demos.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/Climate-Consensus-Report.pdf
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/ebbc9dccc0224420b9d6668ed3356ef4
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/ebbc9dccc0224420b9d6668ed3356ef4
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/ebbc9dccc0224420b9d6668ed3356ef4
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/304931033_Public_awareness_and_attitudes_towards_marine_protection_in_the_United_Kingdom
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/304931033_Public_awareness_and_attitudes_towards_marine_protection_in_the_United_Kingdom
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/304931033_Public_awareness_and_attitudes_towards_marine_protection_in_the_United_Kingdom


       FOOD & farming

Food STANDARDS. Farming 

practices. Fishing. diet.

● 70% of farm animals are kept in intensive facilities
● 30% of all antibiotics are used on farm animals
● Farming is the biggest source of water pollution
● Pesticides harm our wildlife and add toxins into food chain
● Beef, soy and palm oil account for 60% of deforestation
● GM farming has made intensive farming problems worse
● Only 6% of soy production is used for direct human food
● Only 1 in 3 of the UK’s fish stocks are in a healthy state

THE PROBLEMS

https://www.totallyveganbuzz.com/news/uk-public-strongly-oppose-factory-farming/
https://friendsoftheearth.uk/sustainable-living/food-production-and-sustainable-farming
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/693158/25-year-environment-plan.pdf
https://friendsoftheearth.uk/sustainable-living/food-production-and-sustainable-farming
https://ourworldindata.org/drivers-of-deforestation
https://friendsoftheearth.uk/sustainable-living/food-production-and-sustainable-farming
https://ourworldindata.org/drivers-of-deforestation
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2021/jan/22/only-a-third-of-uks-key-fish-populations-are-not-overfished


      

Only 17% think UK farms have very high animal welfare standards

88% feel it is important Britain has a productive farming industry

80% believe using cages in farming is not acceptable

81% are uncomfortable eating beef reared using growth hormones

94% want current food standards to be upheld in future trade deals

 79% think government has moral duty to ensure sustainable fishing

THE CONCERNS

      

A complete ban on the use of cages in farming   77%   - -

Trade deals to ensure imports follow UK standards   84%   - - 

Ban pesticides that harm bees & other pollinators   77%   80%

Higher taxes on red meat and dairy products   47%   57%

Increase vegan/vegetarian food provisioning   56%   68% 

Ban super trawlers from fishing in protected areas   81%   83%

THE SOLUTIONS Voter Support

   All      Progressive

https://yougov.co.uk/topics/food/articles-reports/2020/09/29/what-do-brits-think-uk-farming-practices
https://www.nfuonline.com/archive?treeid=151483
https://yougov.co.uk/topics/food/articles-reports/2020/09/29/what-do-brits-think-uk-farming-practices
https://www.which.co.uk/news/2020/10/will-mps-protect-the-uks-food-standards/
https://www.which.co.uk/news/2020/10/will-mps-protect-the-uks-food-standards/
https://www.clientearth.org/latest/latest-updates/news/british-public-overwhelmingly-support-greater-fisheries-protections-after-brexit/
https://docs.cdn.yougov.com/r9x7ufm6du/YouGov%20-%20Compassion%20in%20World%20Farming%20Survey%20Results.pdf
https://docs.cdn.yougov.com/r9x7ufm6du/YouGov%20-%20Compassion%20in%20World%20Farming%20Survey%20Results.pdf
https://docs.cdn.yougov.com/r9x7ufm6du/YouGov%20-%20Compassion%20in%20World%20Farming%20Survey%20Results.pdf
https://www.nfuonline.com/archive?treeid=151483
https://www.nfuonline.com/archive?treeid=151483
https://www.nfuonline.com/archive?treeid=151483
https://gqrr.app.box.com/s/96g5kgp7z45a2u8nxme9glh0j8dfbn4o
https://gqrr.app.box.com/s/96g5kgp7z45a2u8nxme9glh0j8dfbn4o
https://gqrr.app.box.com/s/96g5kgp7z45a2u8nxme9glh0j8dfbn4o
https://www.ipsos.com/sites/default/files/ct/news/documents/2021-11/net-zero-policies-ipsos-mori-cep-october-2021.pdf
https://www.ipsos.com/sites/default/files/ct/news/documents/2021-11/net-zero-policies-ipsos-mori-cep-october-2021.pdf
https://www.ipsos.com/sites/default/files/ct/news/documents/2021-11/net-zero-policies-ipsos-mori-cep-october-2021.pdf
https://www.ipsos.com/sites/default/files/ct/news/documents/2021-11/net-zero-policies-ipsos-mori-cep-october-2021.pdf
https://www.ipsos.com/sites/default/files/ct/news/documents/2021-11/net-zero-policies-ipsos-mori-cep-october-2021.pdf
https://www.ipsos.com/sites/default/files/ct/news/documents/2021-11/net-zero-policies-ipsos-mori-cep-october-2021.pdf
https://docs.cdn.yougov.com/ejcb2968y3/GreenpeaceResults_Fishing_200529_W.pdf
https://docs.cdn.yougov.com/ejcb2968y3/GreenpeaceResults_Fishing_200529_W.pdf
https://docs.cdn.yougov.com/ejcb2968y3/GreenpeaceResults_Fishing_200529_W.pdf


THE COMMON GROUND

ENVIRONMENT
      

Ban the use of cages in farming

Trade deals must follow UK standards

Ban pesticides that harm bees

Increase vegan/vegetarian food provision

Ban super trawlers from protected areas

     

FOOD & FARMING

Ban the discharge of sewage into rivers

Ensure all waste is disposed of in UK

Force companies to use eco packaging

Packaging producers to pay for disposal

      

Net Zero carbon emissions by 2030

Stop investment in new coal extraction

Greater wind and solar power investment

All new vehicles zero emission by 2040

     

      

POLLUTION

ENERGY TRANSITION

Rewild at least 5% of Britain

Fund jobs for workless to improve nature

More forests and sustainable farming

Bathing standards for rivers

More Marine Conservation Zones

      

NATURAL WORLD

Green New Deal for jobs & infrastructure

Frequent flyer levies

Phase deforestation out of supply chain

More local investment in active travel

Greater investment in flood defences

CLIMATE CHANGE



     SERVICES
Public services. We all use them. We all have 
to pay for them. We all have a view on the 
quality of service provided, and whether the 
services are value for money and affordable.

How should we fund the NHS? Is privatisation 
always a bad thing? Is the school curriculum fit 
for purpose? Are energy price rises justifiable? 
Should the railways be nationalised? Can we 
trust the police to keep us safe? Is access to 
legal aid too easy or too restricted?

In this section, we explore our views on 
Healthcare, Education, Utilities, Transport, 
and Police & Justice.



       HEALTHCARE
FUNDING. PRIVATISATION. 

STANDARDS. meNTAL HEALTH.

● Health spending has fallen from 7.5% (99-09) to 4% (10-19)
● Pre-pandemic, 4.4m were waiting for treatment (now 6m)
● £96bn of funding has gone to private providers since 2010
● 4-hour A&E waits have risen from 4% to 60% since 2010
● 1 in 6 adults have symptoms of mental ill health at any time
● Mental health issues cost more than £105bn each year
● 80% had difficulty accessing timely care with a dentist
● Life expectancy rise has stalled for first time in 100 years

THE PROBLEMS

https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/healthandsocialcare/healthcaresystem/bulletins/healthcareexpenditureukhealthaccountsprovisionalestimates/2020
https://www.bma.org.uk/advice-and-support/nhs-delivery-and-workforce/pressures/nhs-backlog-data-analysis
https://www.theguardian.com/society/2021/may/03/non-nhs-healthcare-providers-given-96bn-in-a-decade-says-labour
https://www.england.nhs.uk/statistics/statistical-work-areas/ae-waiting-times-and-activity/
https://mhfaengland.org/mhfa-centre/research-and-evaluation/mental-health-statistics/#impact
https://mhfaengland.org/mhfa-centre/research-and-evaluation/mental-health-statistics/#impact
https://www.healthwatch.co.uk/sites/healthwatch.co.uk/files/20210524%20Dentistry%20during%20COVID-19%20Insight%20Briefing.pdf
https://wbg.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/WBG-Report-v10.pdf


      

78% think that NHS waiting times are too long

54% lack confidence that an ambulance would arrive quickly

46% say a lack of funding is the biggest problem facing the NHS

76% want the NHS reinstated as a fully public service

82% believe social care should be freely available to everyone 

60% think the government has not handled the pandemic well

THE CONCERNS

      

A 1% rise in NI to reduce the waiting list backlog     65%   73%

Raise taxes to pay for elderly care   66%   69%

Free health and social care for the over 65s   83%   88%

Higher health spending than before the pandemic   76%   - -

End private sector provision in the NHS   48%   64%

Promoting health eating as a priority   69%     70%

THE SOLUTIONS Voter Support

   All      Progressive

https://www.ipsos.com/en-uk/britains-nhs-worries-waiting-times-resources-timely-gp-appointments-and-quick-emergency-treatment
https://www.ipsos.com/en-uk/britains-nhs-worries-waiting-times-resources-timely-gp-appointments-and-quick-emergency-treatment
https://www.ipsos.com/en-uk/britains-nhs-worries-waiting-times-resources-timely-gp-appointments-and-quick-emergency-treatment
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/politics/coronavirus-uk-nhs-privatisation-hospital-survey-a9598826.html
https://wbg.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/WBG-Report-v10.pdf
https://www.ipsos.com/sites/default/files/ct/news/documents/2020-12/health-foundation-covid-19-december-2020-slides.pdf
https://www.ipsos.com/sites/default/files/ct/news/documents/2021-08/Ipsos%20MORI%20August%202021%20Political%20Monitor%20tables_110821_PUBLIC.pdf
https://www.ipsos.com/sites/default/files/ct/news/documents/2021-08/Ipsos%20MORI%20August%202021%20Political%20Monitor%20tables_110821_PUBLIC.pdf
https://www.ipsos.com/sites/default/files/ct/news/documents/2021-08/Ipsos%20MORI%20August%202021%20Political%20Monitor%20tables_110821_PUBLIC.pdf
https://yougov.co.uk/topics/politics/trackers/if-the-government-applies-a-means-test-for-subsidising-elderly-care-should-taxes-be-raised
https://yougov.co.uk/topics/politics/trackers/if-the-government-applies-a-means-test-for-subsidising-elderly-care-should-taxes-be-raised
https://yougov.co.uk/topics/politics/trackers/if-the-government-applies-a-means-test-for-subsidising-elderly-care-should-taxes-be-raised
https://www.bmgresearch.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/CONFIDENTIAL_BMG_Independent_LabourPoliciesAndClimateChange_130120.xlsx
https://www.bmgresearch.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/CONFIDENTIAL_BMG_Independent_LabourPoliciesAndClimateChange_130120.xlsx
https://www.bmgresearch.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/CONFIDENTIAL_BMG_Independent_LabourPoliciesAndClimateChange_130120.xlsx
https://www.qmul.ac.uk/media/news/2021/hss/new-poll-reveals-that-the-nhs-jobs-and-mental-health-are-the-publics-top-priorities-for-rebuilding-after-covid-19.html
https://www.qmul.ac.uk/media/news/2021/hss/new-poll-reveals-that-the-nhs-jobs-and-mental-health-are-the-publics-top-priorities-for-rebuilding-after-covid-19.html
https://www.qmul.ac.uk/media/news/2021/hss/new-poll-reveals-that-the-nhs-jobs-and-mental-health-are-the-publics-top-priorities-for-rebuilding-after-covid-19.html
https://www.bmgresearch.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/CONFIDENTIAL_BMG_Independent_LabourPoliciesAndClimateChange_130120.xlsx
https://www.bmgresearch.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/CONFIDENTIAL_BMG_Independent_LabourPoliciesAndClimateChange_130120.xlsx
https://www.bmgresearch.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/CONFIDENTIAL_BMG_Independent_LabourPoliciesAndClimateChange_130120.xlsx
https://www.actionforcleanair.org.uk/capit
https://www.actionforcleanair.org.uk/capit


    Education
Curriculum. Funding. Higher 

education. Attainment gap.

● Assessment is too narrowly focused on serving university 
selection and employers, rather than learner development

● School funding fell 4% in real terms between 2016 and 2018
● 1m+ with special needs lack adequate access to education
● Disadvantaged pupils are 18 months of learning behind their 

peers by the time they finish their GCSEs
● Attainment gap between rich & poor students is three A-levels
● Student debt is the highest in the developed world at £57,000

THE PROBLEMS

https://www.expressandstar.com/news/uk-news/2021/11/16/majority-of-education-staff-parents-and-pupils-support-reform-to-gcses--poll/
https://www.expressandstar.com/news/uk-news/2021/11/16/majority-of-education-staff-parents-and-pupils-support-reform-to-gcses--poll/
https://explore-education-statistics.service.gov.uk/find-statistics/school-funding-statistics
https://neu.org.uk/press-releases/send-provision-poll-results
https://epi.org.uk/publications-and-research/education-in-england-annual-report-2020/
https://epi.org.uk/publications-and-research/education-in-england-annual-report-2020/
https://epi.org.uk/publications-and-research/disadvantage-gap-16-19-education/
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/politics/university-tuition-fees-theresa-may-interest-debt-national-union-of-students-lord-adonis-a7890296.html


      

Only 17% think the school system is better than 10 years ago

88% of employers believe school leavers aren’t prepared for work

95% of teachers do not believe Ofsted helps school to improve

50% say private schools harm Britain

65% say higher education is not affordable

Only 26% think the education system prepares children well for life

THE CONCERNS

      

A radical overhaul of the national curriculum   53%   61%

Grants for poor students to access college/uni   73%   83%

Reduce class sizes         52%   61%

Maintain funding for creative / arts courses      57%   75%

End charitable status of private schools     64%   76%

Cut student fees to £3k or axe altogether   65%   85%

THE SOLUTIONS Voter Support

   All      Progressive

https://docs.cdn.yougov.com/endk2uovze/TheTimes_Education_210513.pdf
https://www.big-change.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/Big-Change-Reimagining-Education-2019.pdf
https://neu.org.uk/press-releases/state-education-ofsted
https://yougov.co.uk/topics/education/articles-reports/2021/06/03/how-parents-think-school-system-change-
https://yougov.co.uk/topics/education/articles-reports/2021/06/28/eurotrack-two-thirds-britons-say-higher-education-
https://docs.cdn.yougov.com/endk2uovze/TheTimes_Education_210513.pdf
https://docs.cdn.yougov.com/endk2uovze/TheTimes_Education_210513.pdf
https://docs.cdn.yougov.com/endk2uovze/TheTimes_Education_210513.pdf
https://docs.cdn.yougov.com/endk2uovze/TheTimes_Education_210513.pdf
http://classonline.org.uk/docs/YouGov-Class_Polling_Results_120522_Economic_Policies.xls
http://classonline.org.uk/docs/YouGov-Class_Polling_Results_120522_Economic_Policies.xls
http://classonline.org.uk/docs/YouGov-Class_Polling_Results_120522_Economic_Policies.xls
https://docs.cdn.yougov.com/endk2uovze/TheTimes_Education_210513.pdf
https://docs.cdn.yougov.com/endk2uovze/TheTimes_Education_210513.pdf
https://docs.cdn.yougov.com/endk2uovze/TheTimes_Education_210513.pdf
https://docs.cdn.yougov.com/endk2uovze/TheTimes_Education_210513.pdf
https://www.campaignforthearts.org/government-should-maintain-funding-for-arts-courses-in-higher-education-says-majority-of-british-public/
https://www.campaignforthearts.org/government-should-maintain-funding-for-arts-courses-in-higher-education-says-majority-of-british-public/
https://www.campaignforthearts.org/government-should-maintain-funding-for-arts-courses-in-higher-education-says-majority-of-british-public/
https://www.campaignforthearts.org/government-should-maintain-funding-for-arts-courses-in-higher-education-says-majority-of-british-public/
https://docs.cdn.yougov.com/endk2uovze/TheTimes_Education_210513.pdf
https://docs.cdn.yougov.com/endk2uovze/TheTimes_Education_210513.pdf
https://docs.cdn.yougov.com/endk2uovze/TheTimes_Education_210513.pdf
https://docs.cdn.yougov.com/endk2uovze/TheTimes_Education_210513.pdf
https://www.bmgresearch.co.uk/independentbmg-poll-less-one-five-support-9000-tuition-fees/
https://www.bmgresearch.co.uk/independentbmg-poll-less-one-five-support-9000-tuition-fees/
https://www.bmgresearch.co.uk/independentbmg-poll-less-one-five-support-9000-tuition-fees/


     Utilities
Energy. Water. Internet. 

mail. Ownership. Regulation. 

● We are dependant on imports for 47% of coal and gas
● 4.6m households were in fuel poverty before the energy crisis
● Energy bills increased 54% in 2022, and are set to rise again
● Oil and gas companies are recording record profits
● Water companies paid out £72bn in dividends and raised bills 

by 31% while cutting investment by 15% since the 90s
● 2 million households do not have broadband due to cost
● Internet platforms aren’t eliminating their harmful behaviours

THE PROBLEMS

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1032260/UK_Energy_in_Brief_2021.pdf
https://www.ft.com/content/3175dabd-890c-4313-a1db-7b292ad38930
https://commonslibrary.parliament.uk/research-briefings/cbp-9491/#:~:text=Household%20energy%20bills%20increased%20by,to%20rise%20again%20in%20October.
https://www.offshore-technology.com/news/oil-majors-report-record-profits-as-energy-crisis-continues/
https://www.ft.com/content/b2314ae0-9e17-425d-8e3f-066270388331
https://www.ft.com/content/b2314ae0-9e17-425d-8e3f-066270388331
https://www.ofcom.org.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0015/222324/affordability-of-communications-services-summary.pdf
https://time.com/5872868/big-tech-regulated-here-is-4-ways/


      

37% couldn’t afford to heat their home even before energy crisis

76% blame energy company profiteering for rising energy prices

66% think the energy market has major problems to address

72% mistakenly believe the UK has enough water to meet its needs

57% do not trust in Ofgem to protect the interests of consumers

91% say digital access is essential to find and secure a job

THE CONCERNS

      

Public ownership of energy companies   66%   73%

One-off windfall tax on energy company profits   52%   56%

 Funding for energy efficient upgrades to homes   76%   - -

Public ownership of water companies   69%   77%

Public ownership of Royal Mail   68%   78%

Free superfast broadband to all homes by 2030   62%    77%

THE SOLUTIONS Voter Support

   All      Progressive

https://yougov.co.uk/topics/politics/articles-reports/2022/01/26/more-third-britons-cannot-afford-heat-their-home-c
https://yougov.co.uk/topics/science/articles-reports/2014/04/11/british-attitudes-household-energy-market
https://yougov.co.uk/topics/science/articles-reports/2014/04/11/british-attitudes-household-energy-market
https://inews.co.uk/news/three-quarters-people-uk-unaware-coming-water-shortages-20-years-449825
https://yougov.co.uk/topics/science/articles-reports/2014/04/11/british-attitudes-household-energy-market
https://www.bigissue.com/press-release/polling-by-the-big-issue-and-yougov-finds-more-than-90-of-brits-say-digital-access-is-key-to-finding-a-job/
https://www.survation.com/new-poll-public-strongly-backing-public-ownership-of-energy-and-key-utilities/
https://www.survation.com/new-poll-public-strongly-backing-public-ownership-of-energy-and-key-utilities/
https://www.survation.com/new-poll-public-strongly-backing-public-ownership-of-energy-and-key-utilities/
http://cdn.yougov.com/cumulus_uploads/document/9ex03cskhs/YouGov-Cambridge-Report-Spring2014.pdf
http://cdn.yougov.com/cumulus_uploads/document/9ex03cskhs/YouGov-Cambridge-Report-Spring2014.pdf
http://cdn.yougov.com/cumulus_uploads/document/9ex03cskhs/YouGov-Cambridge-Report-Spring2014.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5e1ee218fbeca217fe06a421/t/603e489db724a91ac57002d1/1614694563707/Public+Opinion+-+Tax+Rises+in+the+Post-Covid+Recovery.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5e1ee218fbeca217fe06a421/t/603e489db724a91ac57002d1/1614694563707/Public+Opinion+-+Tax+Rises+in+the+Post-Covid+Recovery.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5e1ee218fbeca217fe06a421/t/603e489db724a91ac57002d1/1614694563707/Public+Opinion+-+Tax+Rises+in+the+Post-Covid+Recovery.pdf
https://www.bmgresearch.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/CONFIDENTIAL_BMG_Independent_LabourPoliciesAndClimateChange_130120.xlsx
https://www.bmgresearch.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/CONFIDENTIAL_BMG_Independent_LabourPoliciesAndClimateChange_130120.xlsx
https://www.bmgresearch.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/CONFIDENTIAL_BMG_Independent_LabourPoliciesAndClimateChange_130120.xlsx
https://www.bmgresearch.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/CONFIDENTIAL_BMG_Independent_LabourPoliciesAndClimateChange_130120.xlsx
https://www.bmgresearch.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/CONFIDENTIAL_BMG_Independent_LabourPoliciesAndClimateChange_130120.xlsx
https://www.bmgresearch.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/CONFIDENTIAL_BMG_Independent_LabourPoliciesAndClimateChange_130120.xlsx
https://yougov.co.uk/topics/technology/survey-results/daily/2019/11/15/0f4f4/2
https://yougov.co.uk/topics/technology/survey-results/daily/2019/11/15/0f4f4/2
https://yougov.co.uk/topics/technology/survey-results/daily/2019/11/15/0f4f4/2


     Transport
Public transport. Roads. 

Railways. airports.

● Only 27% take the bus fairly or very often
● The number of cyclists killed or seriously injured increased 

by 21% from 3,487 in 2008 to 4,205 in 2018
● 3.9% of trains were cancelled & 13.8% delayed in 2017/18
● Rail fares have risen by an average of 3.4% p.a. since 2011
● High Speed 2 is projected to cost at least £96bn
● Aviation carbon emissions are growing at 5.7% a year 
● Only 28% would take less fights to tackle climate change

THE PROBLEMS

https://yougov.co.uk/topics/politics/survey-results/daily/2020/02/11/0d178/2
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/906698/walking-and-cycling-statistics-england-2019.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/906698/walking-and-cycling-statistics-england-2019.pdf
https://www.finder.com/uk/train-statistics
https://www.statista.com/chart/16498/rail-fare-changes-timeline-england-wales/
https://committees.parliament.uk/committee/127/public-accounts-committee/news/157649/no-clear-end-in-sight-to-hs2-cost-or-delays-with-many-difficulties-ahead/
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2021/apr/12/business-travellers-planning-cut-future-flights-poll-finds-coronavirus
https://interactive.news.sky.com/ENVIRONMENT_TABS_020519.pdf


      

Only 61% are satisfied with their bus service quality and options

 66% say it is too dangerous to cycle on the roads

66% of infrequent rail users would travel more with lower fares

 56% say HS2 is a bad investment that is not good value for money

52% find high purchase prices a barrier to buying an electric car

 64% are concerned about climate impact of Heathrow third runway

THE CONCERNS

      

Free local bus transport for everyone   46%   57%

Investment in making cycling and walking safer   57%   71%

Investment to improve regional bus & train routes   59%   72% 

Nationalisation of train companies        67%   77%

Incentives to buy electric cars   52%   68%

Oppose construction of new runway at Heathrow   41%   49%

THE SOLUTIONS Voter Support

   All      Progressive

https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/public-attitudes-towards-buses-march-2013
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/906698/walking-and-cycling-statistics-england-2019.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/788424/public-attitudes-towards-train-services-feb-2018.pdf
https://redfieldandwiltonstrategies.com/plurality-of-britons-aware-of-hs2-oppose-its-development/
https://www.smmt.co.uk/2020/09/billions-invested-in-electric-vehicle-range-but-nearly-half-of-uk-buyers-still-think-2035-too-soon-to-switch/
https://www.airportwatch.org.uk/2019/10/polling-reveals-64-of-britons-are-concerned-about-the-climate-impact-of-heathrow-3rd-runway-and-only-about-25-back-it/
https://d25d2506sfb94s.cloudfront.net/cumulus_uploads/document/vhe387xhdh/NEON_CarbonGoal_191030.pdf
https://d25d2506sfb94s.cloudfront.net/cumulus_uploads/document/vhe387xhdh/NEON_CarbonGoal_191030.pdf
https://d25d2506sfb94s.cloudfront.net/cumulus_uploads/document/vhe387xhdh/NEON_CarbonGoal_191030.pdf
https://docs.cdn.yougov.com/x4waef2cdw/ECF_TransportSurvey_October2020_w1.pdf
https://docs.cdn.yougov.com/x4waef2cdw/ECF_TransportSurvey_October2020_w1.pdf
https://docs.cdn.yougov.com/x4waef2cdw/ECF_TransportSurvey_October2020_w1.pdf
https://docs.cdn.yougov.com/x4waef2cdw/ECF_TransportSurvey_October2020_w1.pdf
https://docs.cdn.yougov.com/x4waef2cdw/ECF_TransportSurvey_October2020_w1.pdf
https://docs.cdn.yougov.com/x4waef2cdw/ECF_TransportSurvey_October2020_w1.pdf
https://www.survation.com/new-poll-public-strongly-backing-public-ownership-of-energy-and-key-utilities/
https://www.survation.com/new-poll-public-strongly-backing-public-ownership-of-energy-and-key-utilities/
https://www.survation.com/new-poll-public-strongly-backing-public-ownership-of-energy-and-key-utilities/
https://www.survation.com/new-poll-public-strongly-backing-public-ownership-of-energy-and-key-utilities/
https://docs.cdn.yougov.com/x4waef2cdw/ECF_TransportSurvey_October2020_w1.pdf
https://docs.cdn.yougov.com/x4waef2cdw/ECF_TransportSurvey_October2020_w1.pdf
https://docs.cdn.yougov.com/x4waef2cdw/ECF_TransportSurvey_October2020_w1.pdf
https://yougov.co.uk/topics/science/survey-results/daily/2020/02/28/e4cba/1
https://yougov.co.uk/topics/science/survey-results/daily/2020/02/28/e4cba/1
https://yougov.co.uk/topics/science/survey-results/daily/2020/02/28/e4cba/1


       POLICE & JUSTICE

Crime. Policing. SENTENCING. 

LAW CHANGES. LEGAL AID.

● There was a 14% increase in crimes committed in 2021
● Sexual offences are at a record high, up 12% in 2021
● Homicides up 5% in 2021 (excluding Grays lorry incident)
● There are 12,000 fewer police officers in 2021 than in 2010
● Black people are stopped and searched 9 times more often
● Entire areas of law were cut from legal aid in 2013
● Crown court backlog has hit record high of 60,000 cases
● Only 6% of all crimes result in prosecution

THE PROBLEMS

https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/crimeandjustice/bulletins/crimeinenglandandwales/yearendingseptember2021
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/crimeandjustice/bulletins/crimeinenglandandwales/yearendingseptember2021
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/crimeandjustice/bulletins/crimeinenglandandwales/yearendingseptember2021
https://www.statista.com/statistics/303963/uk-police-officer-numbers/
https://www.ethnicity-facts-figures.service.gov.uk/crime-justice-and-the-law/policing/stop-and-search/latest#by-ethnicity-over-time
https://www.thejusticegap.com/nine-out-of-10-people-support-legal-aid-reveals-poll/
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/home-news/crown-court-backlog-coronavirus-cuts-b1872051.html
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/crime/rape-prosecutions-charges-england-wales-b2001818.html


      

48% do not have confidence in the police as a whole

75% of Black people say the police treat them less fairly

40% feel unsafe walking alone at night (33% say this has got worse)

83% of victims have no confidence in the CPS to prosecute crime

47% think prison sentences are not effective at reducing crime

92% believe legal aid is a good thing

THE CONCERNS

      

Increase police funding         58%   58%

Fund children’s activities to reduce youth crime   51%   64%

Roll back restrictions on using stop and search   74%   61%

Legalisation of cannabis      52%   63%

Reintroduce the death penalty for multiple murders   57%   43%

Free legal aid for victims of domestic violence   71%    - -

THE SOLUTIONS Voter Support

   All      Progressive

https://yougov.co.uk/topics/politics/articles-reports/2021/10/06/more-britons-now-unconfident-confident-police-deal
https://yougov.co.uk/topics/politics/articles-reports/2021/12/15/trust-police-has-fallen-amongst-ethnic-minority-br
https://docs.cdn.yougov.com/so88u8x3sl/SkyNews_Safety_211004_W.pdf
https://victimscommissioner.org.uk/news/2021-victim-survey/
https://yougov.co.uk/topics/philosophy/trackers/how-effectve-are-prison-sentences-at-reducing-crime
https://legalservicesboard.org.uk/news/largest-ever-legal-needs-survey-in-england-and-wales
https://redfieldandwiltonstrategies.com/british-public-split-on-their-confidence-in-the-polices-ability-to-protect-them-from-crime/
https://redfieldandwiltonstrategies.com/british-public-split-on-their-confidence-in-the-polices-ability-to-protect-them-from-crime/
https://redfieldandwiltonstrategies.com/british-public-split-on-their-confidence-in-the-polices-ability-to-protect-them-from-crime/
https://redfieldandwiltonstrategies.com/british-public-split-on-their-confidence-in-the-polices-ability-to-protect-them-from-crime/
https://d25d2506sfb94s.cloudfront.net/cumulus_uploads/document/76a66fgre8/YouGov%20-%20Youth%20Crime%20Results.pdf
https://d25d2506sfb94s.cloudfront.net/cumulus_uploads/document/76a66fgre8/YouGov%20-%20Youth%20Crime%20Results.pdf
https://d25d2506sfb94s.cloudfront.net/cumulus_uploads/document/76a66fgre8/YouGov%20-%20Youth%20Crime%20Results.pdf
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-7349519/Public-overwhelmingly-backs-greater-stop-search-powers-police-new-YouGov-poll.html
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-7349519/Public-overwhelmingly-backs-greater-stop-search-powers-police-new-YouGov-poll.html
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-7349519/Public-overwhelmingly-backs-greater-stop-search-powers-police-new-YouGov-poll.html
https://yougov.co.uk/topics/politics/survey-results/daily/2021/04/06/fcf4a/3
https://yougov.co.uk/topics/politics/survey-results/daily/2021/04/06/fcf4a/3
https://yougov.co.uk/topics/politics/survey-results/daily/2021/04/06/fcf4a/3
https://yougov.co.uk/topics/politics/survey-results/daily/2021/04/06/fcf4a/3
https://d25d2506sfb94s.cloudfront.net/cumulus_uploads/document/kwveri9otg/Internal_DeathPenalty_191001_w.pdf
https://d25d2506sfb94s.cloudfront.net/cumulus_uploads/document/kwveri9otg/Internal_DeathPenalty_191001_w.pdf
https://d25d2506sfb94s.cloudfront.net/cumulus_uploads/document/kwveri9otg/Internal_DeathPenalty_191001_w.pdf
https://legalservicesboard.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/Legal-Needs-of-Individuals-Summary-Report-Final-January-2020.pdf
https://legalservicesboard.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/Legal-Needs-of-Individuals-Summary-Report-Final-January-2020.pdf
https://legalservicesboard.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/Legal-Needs-of-Individuals-Summary-Report-Final-January-2020.pdf


Public ownership of energy companies

Public ownership of water companies

Fund energy efficient upgrades to homes

Free superfast broadband to all by 2030

      

Grants for poor students for college/uni

End charitable status of private schools

Cut student fees to £3k or axe altogether

Maintain creative/arts course funding

THE COMMON GROUND

SERVICES

Free legal aid for domestic violence 

victims (and other crime victims)

      

POLICE & JUSTICE

UTILITIES

EDUCATION

Investment to make cycling/walking safer

Improve regional bus and train routes

Nationalisation of train companies 

Incentives to buy electric cars

      

TRANSPORT

1% NI rise to reduce waiting list backlog

Raise taxes to pay for elderly care

Free social care for the over 65s

Higher health spending overall

Promoting healthy eating as a priority

      

HEALTHCARE



     SOCIETY
We pride ourselves on holding values such as 
fairness and equality. Yet we seem to live in an 
increasingly divided society. Many of the norms 
and values we have taken for granted seem to be 
under threat. 

Do all our votes count? Is our government acting in 
our interests? Are minority groups really treated 
equally? Do we have a duty to help those in poorer 
countries? What is an acceptable level of 
immigration? Should our media have so much 
power to influence our society?

In this final section, we examine the health of our 
Democracy, and delve into Equality & Rights, 
Foreign Affairs, Culture & Media, and Migration.



     democracy
Governance. Devolution. 

Voting. Local government.

● Only 14% of the public trust politicians to tell the truth
● At least 31 political advertising campaigns during the 2019 

General Election were been found to be dishonest
● 22m votes (71%) were ignored - either going to non-elected 

candidates or surplus to what elected candidates needed
● The House of Lords has 767 members - all unelected
● The Electoral Commission is no longer independent
● The Police & Crime Bill restricts the right to protest

THE PROBLEMS

https://www.ipsos.com/en-uk/trust-politicians-falls-sending-them-spiralling-back-bottom-ipsos-mori-veracity-index
https://okfn.org/about/press/releases/election-disinformation-report-shows-urgent-need-reform/
https://okfn.org/about/press/releases/election-disinformation-report-shows-urgent-need-reform/
https://www.electoral-reform.org.uk/latest-news-and-research/publications/the-2019-general-election-voters-left-voiceless/
https://www.electoral-reform.org.uk/latest-news-and-research/publications/the-2019-general-election-voters-left-voiceless/
https://members.parliament.uk/parties/lords/by-peerage
https://www.bestforbritain.org/unholy_trinity_of_bills_is_a_democratic_crisis
https://www.libertyhumanrights.org.uk/advice_information/pcsc-policing-act-protest-rights/#:~:text=one%2Dperson%20protests.-,What's%20changed%3F,to%20people%20in%20the%20area.


      

52% believe the UK’s society is broken (only 21% disagree)

58% think parties and politicians don't care about people like them

70% think they have little or no say in how the country is run

76% say they are concerned about government corruption

52% think more decisions should be made locally and regionally

Only 19% have confidence in the House of Lords

THE CONCERNS

      

Introduction of Proportional Representation   46%   65%

Replace the House of Lords with elected peers   55%   61%

Control and limit lobbying of the government      69%   76%

Ban second jobs for MPs   63%   70%

Devolve more power to local areas   82%    - -

Rules to make politicians more accountable    86%    - -

THE SOLUTIONS Voter Support

   All      Progressive

https://www.ipsos.com/sites/default/files/ct/news/documents/2021-07/GA%20-%20Broken%20System%20Sentiment%20-%20Populist%20Anti-Elitism%20and%20Nativism%20in%202021%20-%20Graphic%20Report.pdf
https://www.ipsos.com/sites/default/files/ct/news/documents/2021-07/GA%20-%20Broken%20System%20Sentiment%20-%20Populist%20Anti-Elitism%20and%20Nativism%20in%202021%20-%20Graphic%20Report.pdf
https://yougov.co.uk/topics/politics/articles-reports/2020/12/02/yougov-democracy-study
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/politics/boris-johnson-corruption-poll-mps-b1959268.html
https://yougov.co.uk/topics/politics/articles-reports/2020/12/02/yougov-democracy-study
https://yougov.co.uk/topics/politics/trackers/confidence-in-the-house-of-lords
https://yougov.co.uk/topics/politics/trackers/should-we-change-our-current-british-voting-system
https://yougov.co.uk/topics/politics/trackers/should-we-change-our-current-british-voting-system
https://yougov.co.uk/topics/politics/trackers/should-we-change-our-current-british-voting-system
https://yougov.co.uk/topics/politics/survey-results/daily/2016/08/05/8d9a0/1
https://yougov.co.uk/topics/politics/survey-results/daily/2016/08/05/8d9a0/1
https://yougov.co.uk/topics/politics/survey-results/daily/2016/08/05/8d9a0/1
https://www.electoralcalculus.co.uk/blogs/ec_mpstandards_20210422.html
https://www.electoralcalculus.co.uk/blogs/ec_mpstandards_20210422.html
https://www.electoralcalculus.co.uk/blogs/ec_mpstandards_20210422.html
https://yougov.co.uk/topics/politics/survey-results/daily/2021/11/08/0a647/2
https://yougov.co.uk/topics/politics/survey-results/daily/2021/11/08/0a647/2
https://yougov.co.uk/topics/politics/survey-results/daily/2021/11/08/0a647/2
https://2sjjwunnql41ia7ki31qqub1-wpengine.netdna-ssl.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/04/BBC_Regions_Devolution_and_Scottish_Referendum_Poll_Aumtumn_2014.pdf
https://2sjjwunnql41ia7ki31qqub1-wpengine.netdna-ssl.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/04/BBC_Regions_Devolution_and_Scottish_Referendum_Poll_Aumtumn_2014.pdf
https://2sjjwunnql41ia7ki31qqub1-wpengine.netdna-ssl.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/04/BBC_Regions_Devolution_and_Scottish_Referendum_Poll_Aumtumn_2014.pdf
https://www.electoralcalculus.co.uk/blogs/ec_mpstandards_20210422.html
https://www.electoralcalculus.co.uk/blogs/ec_mpstandards_20210422.html
https://www.electoralcalculus.co.uk/blogs/ec_mpstandards_20210422.html


       Equality & rights

Gender. RACE. Disability. 

Lgbtiq+. human rights. 

● 40% of LGBTIQ+ people have experienced abuse/violence
● 36% of ethnic minorities live in poverty (17% white people)
● Black workers earn 23% less than White workers
● There are 14.1 million people in the UK with a disability
● 300-650 dying citizens take their own lives every year
● Women represent only 34% of MPs and 28% of Peers
● Working women earn 81p for every pound a man earns
● 1 in 5 women has been raped or sexual assaulted

THE PROBLEMS

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-lgbt-survey-summary-report/national-lgbt-survey-summary-report
https://www.equalityhumanrights.com/en/race-report-statistics
https://www.equalityhumanrights.com/en/race-report-statistics
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/family-resources-survey-financial-year-2019-to-2020/family-resources-survey-financial-year-2019-to-2020
https://www.dignityindying.org.uk/news/hundreds-of-terminally-ill-brits-take-their-own-lives-in-uk-each-year-latest-estimates-suggest/
https://commonslibrary.parliament.uk/research-briefings/sn01250/
https://www.womensequality.org.uk/why-we
https://rapecrisis.org.uk/get-informed/about-sexual-violence/statistics-sexual-violence/


      

85% think attitudes towards disabled people need to improve

85% of black people say they are not treated equally by the police

93% believe that unequal gender pay is unacceptable

69% say the gov. isn’t doing enough to keep women & girls safe

55% of LGBT+ young people experience homophobic bullying

73% believe there is a difference between assisted dying & suicide

THE CONCERNS

      

Higher benefits to better support disabled people   52%   63%

Action to achieve workplace gender balance   66%   81%

Do more to prevent violence against women & girls   65%   79%

Tougher sentences for sexual harassment & assault   83%   84%

Ban LGBT conversion therapy      64%   73%

Doctor-assisted suicide for the terminally ill       73%   77%

THE SOLUTIONS Voter Support

   All      Progressive

https://www.activityalliance.org.uk/news/6159-new-strategy-launched-as-poll-shows-pandemic-impact-on-disabled-people
https://committees.parliament.uk/publications/3376/documents/32359/default/
https://yougov.co.uk/topics/economy/articles-reports/2022/01/27/britons-take-gender-pay-gap-past-present-and-futur
https://yougov.co.uk/topics/politics/articles-reports/2021/05/10/what-would-make-uk-safer-women-according-women
https://www.stonewall.org.uk/system/files/Gay_in_Britain__2013_.pdf
https://www.dignityindying.org.uk/news/hundreds-of-terminally-ill-brits-take-their-own-lives-in-uk-each-year-latest-estimates-suggest/
https://yougov.co.uk/topics/politics/trackers/do-people-who-have-a-disability-need-more-support-from-the-benefits-system
https://yougov.co.uk/topics/politics/trackers/do-people-who-have-a-disability-need-more-support-from-the-benefits-system
https://yougov.co.uk/topics/politics/trackers/do-people-who-have-a-disability-need-more-support-from-the-benefits-system
https://yougov.co.uk/topics/politics/trackers/do-brits-think-gender-equality-has-been-achieved-in-in-relation-to-equal-gender-balance-in-the-workplace
https://yougov.co.uk/topics/politics/trackers/do-brits-think-gender-equality-has-been-achieved-in-in-relation-to-equal-gender-balance-in-the-workplace
https://yougov.co.uk/topics/politics/trackers/do-brits-think-gender-equality-has-been-achieved-in-in-relation-to-equal-gender-balance-in-the-workplace
https://docs.cdn.yougov.com/j56z0u4der/EVAW_SexualViolence_211028_W2.pdf
https://docs.cdn.yougov.com/j56z0u4der/EVAW_SexualViolence_211028_W2.pdf
https://docs.cdn.yougov.com/j56z0u4der/EVAW_SexualViolence_211028_W2.pdf
https://yougov.co.uk/topics/politics/articles-reports/2021/05/10/what-would-make-uk-safer-women-according-women
https://yougov.co.uk/topics/politics/articles-reports/2021/05/10/what-would-make-uk-safer-women-according-women
https://yougov.co.uk/topics/politics/articles-reports/2021/05/10/what-would-make-uk-safer-women-according-women
https://datawrapper.dwcdn.net/5FJ6N/3/
https://datawrapper.dwcdn.net/5FJ6N/3/
https://datawrapper.dwcdn.net/5FJ6N/3/
https://datawrapper.dwcdn.net/5FJ6N/3/
https://docs.cdn.yougov.com/9zj99qnobf/YouGov%20-%20Doctor-assisted%20suicide.pdf
https://docs.cdn.yougov.com/9zj99qnobf/YouGov%20-%20Doctor-assisted%20suicide.pdf
https://docs.cdn.yougov.com/9zj99qnobf/YouGov%20-%20Doctor-assisted%20suicide.pdf
https://docs.cdn.yougov.com/9zj99qnobf/YouGov%20-%20Doctor-assisted%20suicide.pdf


       Foreign affairs

Defence. Overseas aid. 

Foreign relations. nato. 

● Army personnel have reduced from 102k to 80k since 2010
● Current strength is 6500 troops below the required level
● Defence spending cut by 14.6% in real terms since 2010
● Trident will cost up to £205bn to renew, inc. service costs
● The UK holds 225 of the world's 13,890 nuclear warheads
● We spend 2-3 times less on ‘soft power’ than GER / FRA
● The UK is not meeting its 0.7% GNI overseas aid target
● The UK lost its No.1 Soft Power index position after Brexit

THE PROBLEMS

https://commonslibrary.parliament.uk/uk-army-to-be-reduced-to-72500/
https://commonslibrary.parliament.uk/uk-army-to-be-reduced-to-72500/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-42774738
https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2016/jul/17/trident-renewal-205bn-arguments-for-against
https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2016/jul/17/trident-renewal-205bn-arguments-for-against
https://www.britishcouncil.org/research-policy-insight/insight-articles/integrated-review-uk-soft-power
https://commonslibrary.parliament.uk/research-briefings/cbp-9224/
https://brandfinance.com/press-releases/uk-ranked-3rd-in-world-for-soft-power-prowess


      

71% are less likely to back wars following Libya, Afghanistan & Iraq

83% are concerned about the threat of international terrorism

70% are concerned about the nuclear arms race

70% are concerned about foreign interference in British politics

54% think Brexit has harmed our standing in the world

52% are concerned about levels of poverty in poor countries

THE CONCERNS

      

Maintain membership of NATO         67%   76%

Do not renew Trident or de-nuclearise the subs   49%   58%

Prioritise security spending on cybersecurity   42%   51%

Challenge countries with bad human rights records   67%   79%

Reduce flow of Russian money coming into the UK   64%   64%

Parliament must vote on taking military action   54%    67%

THE SOLUTIONS Voter Support

   All      Progressive

https://bfpg.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/Public-Attitudes-to-Military-Intervention-1.pdf
https://bfpg.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/BFPG-Annual-Survey-2021.pdf
https://bfpg.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/BFPG-Annual-Survey-2021.pdf
https://bfpg.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/BFPG-Annual-Survey-2021.pdf
https://ukandeu.ac.uk/majority-say-britains-standing-in-world-has-fallen-since-brexit-but-can-recover-new-survey-finds/
https://developmentcompass.org/storage/gb-dashboard-2021-06-15-d1-1624887228.pdf
https://bfpg.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/BFPG-Annual-Survey-2021.pdf
https://bfpg.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/BFPG-Annual-Survey-2021.pdf
https://bfpg.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/BFPG-Annual-Survey-2021.pdf
https://bfpg.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/BFPG-Annual-Survey-2021.pdf
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/politics/trident-majority-of-britons-back-keeping-nuclear-weapons-programme-poll-shows-a6831376.html
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/politics/trident-majority-of-britons-back-keeping-nuclear-weapons-programme-poll-shows-a6831376.html
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/politics/trident-majority-of-britons-back-keeping-nuclear-weapons-programme-poll-shows-a6831376.html
https://yougov.co.uk/topics/politics/survey-results/daily/2018/01/22/222c4/1
https://yougov.co.uk/topics/politics/survey-results/daily/2018/01/22/222c4/1
https://yougov.co.uk/topics/politics/survey-results/daily/2018/01/22/222c4/1
https://yougov.co.uk/topics/finance/trackers/how-big-a-role-brits-think-human-rights-should-play-in-economic-ties-with-other-countries
https://yougov.co.uk/topics/finance/trackers/how-big-a-role-brits-think-human-rights-should-play-in-economic-ties-with-other-countries
https://yougov.co.uk/topics/finance/trackers/how-big-a-role-brits-think-human-rights-should-play-in-economic-ties-with-other-countries
https://www.survation.com/amid-high-level-of-concern-cross-party-support-for-strong-action-on-ukraine/
https://www.survation.com/amid-high-level-of-concern-cross-party-support-for-strong-action-on-ukraine/
https://www.survation.com/amid-high-level-of-concern-cross-party-support-for-strong-action-on-ukraine/
https://survation.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/04/Foreign-Affairs-Poll-MoS-140418.pdf
https://survation.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/04/Foreign-Affairs-Poll-MoS-140418.pdf
https://survation.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/04/Foreign-Affairs-Poll-MoS-140418.pdf


● 83% of local newspapers are controlled by six companies
● Three companies control 90% of national newspapers
● Print media is not subject to any statutory controls 
● The press effectively regulates itself through two regulators
● Only 8% paid for any online news in the last year
● 88% of Conservative election ads were deemed misleading
● Online child sexual offences increased 75% in past 4 years
● 70m monthly engagements with fake news on Facebook

THE PROBLEMS

      MEDIA & CULTURE
Bbc. social media. 

ownership. regulation.

https://www.mediareform.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/Who-Owns-the-UK-Media_final2.pdf
https://www.mediareform.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/Who-Owns-the-UK-Media_final2.pdf
https://www.politics.co.uk/reference/press-regulation/
https://www.politics.co.uk/reference/press-regulation/
https://datawrapper.dwcdn.net/iNrRh/3/
https://firstdraftnews.org/articles/thousands-of-misleading-conservative-ads-side-step-scrutiny-thanks-to-facebook-policy/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/about-us/news-opinion/2021/child-abuse-online-safety-bill/
https://journolink.com/resources/post/319-fake-news-statistics-2019-uk-worldwide-data


      

Only 35% of people trust the media in the UK

59% think the BBC licence fee doesn’t offer good value for money

83% of adults are concerned about child safety on the internet

59% have no confidence in the press regulator (IPSO)

48% think newspapers have too much power over politicians

65% worry about false info or fake news being used as a weapon

THE CONCERNS

      

Abolish the BBC licence fee         63%   54%

Limit on the proportion of media a person can own   73%   - -

Tougher press regulation         57%   67%

Law to make platforms reduce risks to children   70%   - - 

A levy on big media profits to fund local journalism   51%   56%

New laws to prevent social media disinformation   55%     - - 

THE SOLUTIONS Voter Support

   All      Progressive

https://datawrapper.dwcdn.net/MpKS1/3/
https://yougov.co.uk/topics/media/trackers/is-the-bbc-licence-fee-good-value-for-money
https://yougov.co.uk/topics/resources/articles-reports/2019/05/30/most-uk-adults-favour-tighter-regulations-social-m
https://inforrm.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/01/you-gov-hacked-off-polling-jan-2017.pdf
https://www.theguardian.com/media/greenslade/2012/may/24/pcc-polls
https://datawrapper.dwcdn.net/U5DQR/1/
https://e.infogram.com/de4a2e70-2c0b-423c-b965-fcefaffcdd4d?parent_url=https%3A%2F%2Fredfieldandwiltonstrategies.com%2F63-of-britons-support-scrapping-bbc-licence-fee-with-half-in-favour-of-moving-to-subscription-based-funding-model%2F&src=embed#async_embed
https://e.infogram.com/de4a2e70-2c0b-423c-b965-fcefaffcdd4d?parent_url=https%3A%2F%2Fredfieldandwiltonstrategies.com%2F63-of-britons-support-scrapping-bbc-licence-fee-with-half-in-favour-of-moving-to-subscription-based-funding-model%2F&src=embed#async_embed
https://e.infogram.com/de4a2e70-2c0b-423c-b965-fcefaffcdd4d?parent_url=https%3A%2F%2Fredfieldandwiltonstrategies.com%2F63-of-britons-support-scrapping-bbc-licence-fee-with-half-in-favour-of-moving-to-subscription-based-funding-model%2F&src=embed#async_embed
https://e.infogram.com/de4a2e70-2c0b-423c-b965-fcefaffcdd4d?parent_url=https%3A%2F%2Fredfieldandwiltonstrategies.com%2F63-of-britons-support-scrapping-bbc-licence-fee-with-half-in-favour-of-moving-to-subscription-based-funding-model%2F&src=embed#async_embed
https://www.theguardian.com/media/greenslade/2012/may/24/pcc-polls
https://www.theguardian.com/media/greenslade/2012/may/24/pcc-polls
https://www.theguardian.com/media/greenslade/2012/may/24/pcc-polls
https://docs.cdn.yougov.com/35sv6zi9rj/HackedOffResults_170106_PressReg_W.pdf
https://docs.cdn.yougov.com/35sv6zi9rj/HackedOffResults_170106_PressReg_W.pdf
https://docs.cdn.yougov.com/35sv6zi9rj/HackedOffResults_170106_PressReg_W.pdf
https://docs.cdn.yougov.com/35sv6zi9rj/HackedOffResults_170106_PressReg_W.pdf
https://yougov.co.uk/topics/resources/articles-reports/2019/05/30/most-uk-adults-favour-tighter-regulations-social-m
https://yougov.co.uk/topics/resources/articles-reports/2019/05/30/most-uk-adults-favour-tighter-regulations-social-m
https://yougov.co.uk/topics/resources/articles-reports/2019/05/30/most-uk-adults-favour-tighter-regulations-social-m
https://www.mediareform.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2015/03/YouGovpoll1.xls
https://www.mediareform.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2015/03/YouGovpoll1.xls
https://www.mediareform.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2015/03/YouGovpoll1.xls
https://okfn.org/about/press/releases/opinion-poll-majority-brits-want-government-action-against-online-disinformation/
https://okfn.org/about/press/releases/opinion-poll-majority-brits-want-government-action-against-online-disinformation/
https://okfn.org/about/press/releases/opinion-poll-majority-brits-want-government-action-against-online-disinformation/


    Migration
Immigration. ASYLUM. 

Refugees. Border control.

● The aging population is increasing the dependency ratio
● There were 277,069 work-related visas granted last year
● Net international migration was 247,000 in 2021 
● UK population growth rate is the slowest for two decades
● Nationality & Borders Bill breaks international agreement 
● Asylum applications peaked in 2002 at 84k - now only 35k
● Plan to deport asylum seekers to Rwanda grounded by 

European Court of Human Rights legal rulings

THE PROBLEMS

https://www.economicshelp.org/blog/6399/economics/impact-of-immigration-on-uk-economy/
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/immigration-statistics-year-ending-march-2022/summary-of-latest-statistics
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/populationandmigration/populationestimates
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/populationandmigration/populationestimates
https://www.bestforbritain.org/unholy_trinity_of_bills_is_a_democratic_crisis
https://commonslibrary.parliament.uk/research-briefings/sn01403/
https://www.ft.com/content/dcb49b4f-1e9e-4b43-9560-022b2566f923
https://www.ft.com/content/dcb49b4f-1e9e-4b43-9560-022b2566f923


      

Only 12% now regard immigration as a key issue of concern

58% think the UK's population is already too high

63% are ashamed at the treatment of the Windrush generation

57% think immigration & asylum is painted negatively by the media

82% disapprove of the government’s handling of asylum seekers

53% think immigrants strengthen the UK due to hard work / talent

THE CONCERNS

      

Bring more immigrant workers to fill job shortages   51%   73%

A points-based immigration system    59%   54%

An inquiry into the Windrush scandal   58%   - - 

Reverse the flying of asylum seekers to Rwanda   40%   70%

Criminalisation of facilitation of asylum seeker entry   67%   56%

Allow asylum seekers to work after 6 months   67%   - - 

THE SOLUTIONS Voter Support

   All      Progressive

https://www.britishfuture.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Immigration.A-changing-debate.pdf
https://bfpg.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/BFPG-Annual-Survey-2021.pdf
https://www.ipsos.com/sites/default/files/ct/news/documents/2018-05/attitudes-to-immigration-may-2018-slides.pdf
https://yougov.co.uk/topics/politics/articles-reports/2021/06/18/what-do-britons-think-about-medias-portrayal-immig
https://yougov.co.uk/topics/politics/articles-reports/2021/11/30/four-five-britons-disapprove-governments-handling-
https://bfpg.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/BFPG-Annual-Survey-2021.pdf
https://docs.cdn.yougov.com/4b92mvxt1j/Internal_JobShortages_210925_W.pdf
https://docs.cdn.yougov.com/4b92mvxt1j/Internal_JobShortages_210925_W.pdf
https://docs.cdn.yougov.com/4b92mvxt1j/Internal_JobShortages_210925_W.pdf
https://survation.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/09/Migration_Omnibuspnr.pdf
https://survation.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/09/Migration_Omnibuspnr.pdf
https://survation.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/09/Migration_Omnibuspnr.pdf
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/politics/windrush-scandal-immigration-uk-theresa-may-deport-migrants-a8338526.html
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/politics/windrush-scandal-immigration-uk-theresa-may-deport-migrants-a8338526.html
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/politics/windrush-scandal-immigration-uk-theresa-may-deport-migrants-a8338526.html
https://yougov.co.uk/topics/politics/survey-results/daily/2022/06/13/c8bf1/1
https://yougov.co.uk/topics/politics/survey-results/daily/2022/06/13/c8bf1/1
https://yougov.co.uk/topics/politics/survey-results/daily/2022/06/13/c8bf1/1
https://e.infogram.com/0b1e16a6-c135-4853-8222-034d95a3c87d?parent_url=https%3A%2F%2Fredfieldandwiltonstrategies.com%2Fplurality-of-britons-believe-there-is-too-much-immigration-with-a-majority-supporting-new-border-measures%2F&src=embed#async_embed
https://e.infogram.com/0b1e16a6-c135-4853-8222-034d95a3c87d?parent_url=https%3A%2F%2Fredfieldandwiltonstrategies.com%2Fplurality-of-britons-believe-there-is-too-much-immigration-with-a-majority-supporting-new-border-measures%2F&src=embed#async_embed
https://e.infogram.com/0b1e16a6-c135-4853-8222-034d95a3c87d?parent_url=https%3A%2F%2Fredfieldandwiltonstrategies.com%2Fplurality-of-britons-believe-there-is-too-much-immigration-with-a-majority-supporting-new-border-measures%2F&src=embed#async_embed
https://www.survation.com/majority-67-of-british-business-leaders-surveyed-agree-that-people-seeking-asylum-should-be-able-to-work-after-waiting-6-months-for-a-decision/
https://www.survation.com/majority-67-of-british-business-leaders-surveyed-agree-that-people-seeking-asylum-should-be-able-to-work-after-waiting-6-months-for-a-decision/
https://www.survation.com/majority-67-of-british-business-leaders-surveyed-agree-that-people-seeking-asylum-should-be-able-to-work-after-waiting-6-months-for-a-decision/


Limit lobbying of the government

Ban second jobs for MPs

Devolve more power to local areas

Make politicians more accountable

      

THE COMMON GROUND

SOCIETY

More immigrants to fill job shortages

Allow asylum seekers to work after 

waiting 6 months

      

MIGRATION

Maintain membership of NATO

Challenge human rights violators

Reduce flow of Russian money into UK

Parliament must vote on military action

      

Act to achieve workplace gender balance

Prevent violence against women & girls

Tougher sentences for sexual assault

Ban LGBT conversion therapy

Assisted suicide for the terminally ill

      
FOREIGN AFFAIRS

EQUALITY & RIGHTS

Limit to one person’s ownership of media

Tougher press regulation

Force platforms reduce risks to children

      

MEDIA & CULTURE

DEMOCRACY



THE COMMON GROUND
Our analysis has found that there is majority support for the 
progressive solutions to the problems we face as a society. The 
common ground we share is overwhelmingly progressive. 

Our response to the climate crisis is the area that produces the 
biggest consensus across the broadest range of policies. Left 
and right, it appears, are irrelevant in the face of the biggest 
challenges we face. 

The areas with the least amount of common ground are, 
unsurprisingly, migration - as well as police and justice.

Our full study identified more than 250 common ground policies. 
To view the full list of these policies, see our Data Tables here.

Perhaps the most high profile policy that doesn’t quite meet our 
common ground threshold is PR - a policy that could well be an 
essential prerequisite to any progressive alliance being formed, 
and could also be an important mechanism in making the 
common ground policies become a reality in the future.

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1u9BX3mNq6qMN7yqdk37DV8E4oboFxXL-jCCMfAyzVs4/edit?usp=sharing


THE COMMON GROUND

SNAPSHOT VIEW

UNIVERSAL BASIC INCOME
GREEN NEW DEAL

£15 MINIMUM WAGE

PUBLIC OWNERSHIP OF ENERGY, WATER AND RAIL
NHS PROTECTION & INVESTMENT

STUDENT FEES

WEALTH 
TAXATION

DEVOLVED POWER

REESTABLISH FREEDOM 

OF MOVEMENT
NATIONAL house building PROGRAMME

the people’s manifesto TO TRANSFORM BRITAIN

Selection of policies that have at least 
65% support of progressive voters 

and 50% support of all voters.

rewilding

Free social care

CUT

AMBITIOUS



     conclusion
Our report has blown away the myth that we are a conservative 
country. In reality, we are an overwhelmingly progressive 
country calling out for bold solutions to the crises we face.

The difference between progressive and conservative voters 
also isn’t as big as we’re led to believe. The average 
progressive support for the solutions we identified was 63% - 
yet the average conservative support was still high at 55%.

Most people are less concerned with left and right, than just 
moving forwards as a society. They just want to know how the 
political parties will improve their lives.

So the question for opposition parties isn’t whether voters 
support progressive policies, but rather which of those policies 
should be prioritised - and there is considerable scope for 
opposition parties to unite around a bold, progressive agenda 
that delivers real change in people’s lives.

 



GET INVOLVED
www.twitter.com/TheCommonGrd

www.facebook.com/TheCommonGround

www.thecommonground.org.uk

GET IN TOUCH
hello@thecommonground.org.uk


